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, stop the excuses and do something about it. It would also stop a lot of debt collection lawsuits
because the consumer would know who is actually the owner of the debt. This is where they think of
availing services from reputed debt collectors from a debt collection Agency. Get the name of the person
you're talking with at the collection agency. However, there are reasons not to pay a collection agency. I
also feel if you are able to pay your debt you should if possible. These are just a few examples of some
of the protections provided through the FDCPA. " I was suspicious because a few strange things popped
out at me from the start; I hadn't lived in New York for a couple of years, the letter was sent to my
parent’s address, and, I always pay my bills. There are several reasons why you might dispute a debt
collection notice: You believe the collector has the wrong person; the amount being sought is much
higher than you think is really owed; the debt is so old that you are no longer legally obliged to pay it
(Note: The statute of limitations on debt varies by state).

Though these practices can come from any type of creditor, we see them most often employed by debt
collection agencies. In order to help you understand their role in the system, he are some of the things a
debt collector can do. Consumers should take notes every time they talk to a collector and start a file to
store any legal notices including any hand-written notes or recording conversations with a debt collector
or an attorney. The company also is charged with violating the Fair Credit Reporting Act by reporting
information to credit agencies that consumers had proved was inaccurate, failing to inform the credit
agencies that consumers had disputed the debts, and failing to investigate after receiving a notice of
dispute from a credit reporting agency. ACA allows consumers to file a complaint against a member and
consumers can also research and ask questions to experts about credit and debts in English and Spanish.
Asked about consumer complaints usually posted on Internet boards naming AFNI and other debt
collection agencies, Ciskey said consumers should contact the debt collector and seek resolution. If you
don't understand the notice or recognize the debt, call the forum or the debt collector for more
information.

But if you owe on federal student loans, creditors retain the right to pursue legal action indefinitely. With
easy access to credit cards and home equity loans, and with medical bills spiraling out of control,
American consumers are in more debt than ever. Even if the debt collector does not expressly say why
they are calling, there is a good chance that if they leave a message, they will directly or indirectly reveal
what they are about. But this time, she’d had no chance to save. If you are able to pay $800 of a $1,000
credit card bill, then initially offer $300. Debt collectors are required to comply with these laws. While
there are many, many debt collectors that do everything above board, there are also companies that try
to bend the rules in order to get people to pay. Medical care providers are usually understanding about
patients' financial situations and will nearly always set up a payment plan at a low interest rate. Credit
card companies will, however, reduce customers' interest rates, so calling the company directly and
asking for an interest rate reduction is the first step for every consumer.

Unfortunately, most consumers are unaware of their rights, and therefore does not dispute the debt
collectors in their underhand tactics. Will the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) remain an
important tool for fighting unfair debt collection practices and protecting consumers from deceptive debt
collectors ? These collectors are like wolves huntingto hunt their prey as possible. No fumbled to reason
with them, are not reasonable people. Phone calls filled with threats and abusive behaviors over the
phone are common tactics used by some debt collectors to convince people to pay bills they may or may
not owe. Not allowed to harass, verbally abuse, swearing or threats of violence. You can not discuss your
information with anyone other than you, if nothave given them permission. If you think the debt you're
being contacted for doesn’t belong to you, you can dispute this with the agency. Look for the debt in
question, note the amount shown on the report and compare that to what you're being asked to pay.

But, Ringstaff, who works four jobs to support her family, fell behind in her payments and couldnt catch
up. The CFPB also found that 40% of people say they received four or more calls a week from the debt
collectors-which would seem to constitute harassment. Last year, consumers filed 119,549 complaints
against third party and creditor debt collectors claiming violations of the FDCPA, up from 104,642
complaints filed in 2008. Consumer advocates say these numbers dont reflect the gravity of the problem
because most consumers dont file a complaint. But they cant say they are calling to collect a debt. Some
of the alleged abuses included trying to collect a debt that isnt owed or is beyond the statute of
limitations, making harassing phone calls, threatening to make arrests that the debt collector has no



authority to make, and collecting a debt discharged in bankruptcy. The first thing the debt collector has to
do before it can seize your vehicle is sue you and win. You can retrieve these documents from the court if
you lose them. The court hearing is a chance to argue your case and fight a garnishment order.

However, choosing one is not an easy task, you need to look for someone who knows the field and has all
their devotion and time to help you with your case. When going online to look for a lawyer, its best to
check on their background. With the help of a lawyer, dealing with the abusive collectors may not be as
difficult or stressful as it appears initially. Debt collectors incorrectly stating the amount owed, for
example claiming that you owe $50,000 when in fact its $15,000. They also refer their clients to
bankruptcy attorneys if negotiation seems to be futile or if the total amount seems to be relatively high
for their clients to repay within the scheduled period of time. Not too long ago I was having a very typical
morning; I was reviewing my morning emails from clients and opposing counsel, sorting through the mail
and having a meeting with staff and associates regarding our daily work assignments. Search for past
clients whom they have helped and ask for their credentials. If you have hired an attorney it is vital that
the collector should communicate with her only. This article will highlight on a few important steps that
are followed by this type of attorney for desirable results.

If a debt collector is leaving you voicemails at work there is a good chance they are in violation of the
FDCPA as most work voicemail can be accessed by various employees and even your employer. Look for
someone who identifies as a debt collection lawyer or FDCPA attorney. You can sue a debt collector who
violates the FDCPA. The kicker with the FDCPA is that it only regulates third-party debt collectors - that
is, a collector who doesn’t represent the original creditor. Get answers from the American Collectors
Association of Texas to their 25 most frequently asked questions about debt collection agencies.
Repossession agent: Actually I was just shifting the heater so I can get to the couch. You have the right
to send what'’s referred to as a “drop dead letter.” It’s a cease and desist motion that will prevent the
collector from contacting you again about the debt, although you still owe the money and you can be
sued against the debt. Learn more by reading our article on How to Get Money Back from Debt Collectors.
Consumer advocates recommend debtors avoid paying debt collectors with post-dated checks, even
though collectors may pressure consumers to do so.

Wish there was a way to make the calls stop? Debt verification is the process by which debt collectors
make sure their information is accurate. Also, mortgage debt tended to be worth more, while medical
debts and utility debt were worth less. Also, if you request, the CRA must send notices of corrections to
anyone who received your report in the past six months. In many states, the statute of limitations is
between three and six years. It can be easy for debt collectors to take advantage of consumers who are
not informed about the rules surrounding time-barred debts.The FTC is currently recommending tougher
regulations at the state level to prevent debt collectors from threatening to sue consumers for “time-
barred accounts.” In fact, over 90% of consumers who are sued for time-barred accounts fail to show up
in court, which can cause the statute of limitations to reset. The FTC study found that some collection
agencies were still collecting on debt that was older than the statute of limitations. Even if the name of
the collection group doesn’t sound familiar, you might still owe the debt. This essentially puts everything
on hold until you receive verification, but you only have 30 days from when you first receive required
information from a debt collector to dispute that debt.

Our analysis of five years of court judgments from three metropolitan areas - St. Louis, Chicago and
Newark - showed that even accounting for income, the rate of judgments was twice as high in mostly
black neighborhoods as it was in mostly white ones. Statistically, consumer debt happens to be at an all
time high. Have you ever received a letter or phone call asking you to pay a debt that you're not sure you
owe? If they continue to call your office, tell them you have the receipt showing they signed for your
cease-contact letter and hang up. Call the subject's friends, family and employer. In Jaramillos case, the
debt collector disclosed the debt to her friends, relatives and her husbands employer. The calls to her
relatives caused tension in her family after a debt collector, who identified himself as Paul Martinez
working on behalf of Capital Collections, LLC, called her sister in Colorado and threatened to arrest her,
she said. I think is wrong and someone needs to do something to stop them, said Jaramillo, who filed a
complaint with Florida AGs office. If you don't initially communicate with them, they will assume that you
are refusing to repay your obligation.

Think Your Fair Debt Collection Practices Act Is Safe? 8 Ways You Can Lose It Today

Profane or Abusive Language - A creditor or debt collector may not use profanity or any language that is
abusive when communicating with a debtor. Post-Dated Checks - A creditor or debt collector cannot
collect a post-dated check from a debtor, then deposit it into the bank early. The debtor, however, is free
to file a civil lawsuit against the debt collector, should he engage in unlawful collection activities, in the
jurisdiction in which the debtor resides, even if he has moved away from the jurisdiction in which the debt
was incurred. This means the lawsuit must be filed either in the jurisdiction in which the debtor resides,
or in the jurisdiction in which the debtor signed the contract. Proper Venue in Civil Lawsuit - Any lawsuit
filed by the creditor or debt collector in an attempt to collect a debt must be filed in the correct court
venue. In 2016 alone, the Federal Trade Commission filed or resolved 12 cases against 61 debt-collector
defendants, while obtaining nearly $70-million in judgments. While these actions may have started out
with civil requests for payment, those activities often devolved into acts that amounted to abusive,
unfair, or deceptive collection practices.

If they already have your location information, they cannot hound your relatives or friends to find out



where you are. Well, here are 7 ways to find out. The debtor is not notified of this, so they usually do not
find out until it is used to benefit the debtor's income or assets. If the debtor is hiding assets or keep
them at home, or the activities are outside California, then a "rotation" of order can be obtained from the
Court directing the debtor to transfer the property to the charging officer. Incorrect Personal Info We can
also show you how to build positive new credit and what to do to keep your score as high as possible. We
provide: CREDIT REPAIR SERVICES. Using a variety of lawyers, accountants, and other repair specialists,
FMA has practically redefined the words "credit repair". With our 20 years of experience and proven credit
repair strategies, we can legally REMOVE inaccurate, outdated, or unverifiable itmes from THEIR credit
report. Financial Marke Advisors has an expert staff,which has been challending the credit reporting
agencies on our clients' behalf for over 20 years.

In the course of life, anyone with a debt account may have at least one account go into delinquency as a
result of life circumstances. If a debt collector calls you, The Federal Trade Commission (FTC), which
enforces the debt collection laws, recommends that you consider speaking to them at least once, even if
you can’‘t pay the debt right away or you think the debt doesn’t belong to you. There's no proof that the
collection agency received it and it may mysteriously vanish. The court granted a motion for class
certification in a Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 USC 1692 et seq., case in which defendant
collection agency was alleged to have sent letters purporting to be from an attorney, on the attorney's
ostensible letterhead. The court rejected all of defendant's arguments and awarded attorney fees to
plaintiff's counsel under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 USC 1692 et seq. There are numerous
of laws that protect us against creditors and collection practices. Defendant's allegation that there was a
conflict between the class and the named plaintiff was dismissed.

Obduskey then filed a lawsuit in federal court alleging that the firm had violated the FDCPA by, among
other things, failing to comply with the verification procedure. Is it legal for debt collectors to threaten
you with a lawsuit? Debt collectors are companies whose job is to get people to pay their bills. We have
explained that a home loan is an obligation to pay money, and the purpose of a mortgage is to secure
that obligation. There are some agencies that straightaway buy a debtor, it means if a debtor was
supposed to pay an amount to a company, once the agency buys them, the debtor will have to pay the
amount to the agency then. FDCPA, which provides that if a con- sumer disputes the amount of a debt, a
“debt collector” must “cease collection” until it “obtains verification of the debt” and mails a copy to the
debtor.

You should try to work this out with the merchant first, but the law allows you to dispute a charge with
the credit card company if you cannot work things out with the merchant. It only gives the creditor the
right to try to seize part of your wages or get some of your property. Send a Cease and Desist letter to
any creditor that violates the rules of the FDCPA. As noted above, collectors are also required to cease
communication if you request that they do so. 9 p.m. and must cease contacting you at work once you
request them to do so. Call each creditor and request to speak to someone in a position of authority.
Calculate how much you owe each creditor. Request written confirmation of the agreement from the
creditor. A DV request must be made within 30 days from the date the collection letter was initially sent
to you.
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