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An enforcement action will only assist if there was specific property, such as a vehicle, brokerage account,
or personal property, the other spouse failed to turn over. Debt collection is no joke, but there can also
be a lot of confusion surrounding what is legal and what isn’t. LCMs are required to contain: (1) business
name (cannot be a name that indicates business is in the debt collection business); (2) request for
consumer to reply to the message; (3) name or names of natural persons whom the consumer can
contact; and (4) the business's telephone number. Learn how debt collection laws can help you! You are
reading Debt Collection Answers Chapter 1, part 5. If you did not start at the beginning of this free guide
to dealing with debt collectors, please return to the Debt collection Answers introduction. “I had the
pleasure of dealing with Consumer Rights Law Firm PLLC on 2 different occasions the staff were very
courteous and helpful and they were familiar with the Collection Agency’s in question and the harassment
calls stop, I was even compensated.

One Word: Fair Debt Collection Practices Act

You can also check with your state attorney general’s office for more specifics about time-barred debt in
your state. “This will show where the statute of limitations should be calculated from,” says Sonya Smith-
Valentine, a consumer rights attorney and author of the forthcoming book How to Have a Love Affair with
Your Credit Report. If you have reason to believe that the statute of limitations has passed on a
particular debt, you should ask the debt collector! In South Africa, there is what is known as prescribed
debt, and in simple terms, this can refer to an old debt that has not received any acknowledgement for
three years or more. Collections are a continuation of debt owed and can stay on your credit report for up
to 7 years from the date the debt first became delinquent and was not brought current. If this is the only
means by which they can legally get in touch with you, they may speed up this process once you request
in writing that they discontinue their collection efforts. After this happens, specialized agencies start the
collection process. It’s important to remember that collection agencies and debt collectors are usually
third parties related to or acting on behalf of the original creditor.

Credit card companies typically do not want to pay the cost of a trial, so consider settling for a lesser
amount outside of court. These people are only concerned with informing debtors of their financial
obligations and encouraging them to pay. Normally, after 6 months, people withdraw all of their money
from their PayPal account. If you say "yes," that you want to try to keep your PayPal account then the
answer is simple. If you say "no," you do not want to use PayPal anymore then the answer is also simple.
What I got was directed to twentysomething staff who knew nothing and then the HAlFAX withdrew my
current account - the chequebook - the switchcard - left me without a penny for that fortnight - and let
me go hang. Attempting to sign up for more accounts will lead to certain account limitations on all of
your accounts. That way, when you contact PayPal, you will know if they are playing games with you or
not (PayPal often claims to "have not received your documentation."). PayPal will match up the
information you have given them with any information that you use to try to open up another account.

The Minnesota Attorney General and most Minnesota hospitals have entered into an agreement relating
to the hospitals’ billing and collection practices. Also, communication is forbidden if the Creditor knows
that the Consumer has an attorney dealing with the debt, unless the attorney fails to respond within a
reasonable time. This kind of litigation against debt collection agencies can take time warns Dupre.
Cynthia Grant filed a complaint Feb. 28 in the Houston Division of the Southern District of Texas against
Northtown Capital Services Group LLC alleging violation of the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and
Texas Debt Collection Act. Along with the regular collection threats to send the debtors to jail, they even
went to the extent of saying that the minor children of the debtors would be taken into government
custody by the police or child protective services. Collectors must also quit calling consumers who request
no further contact or even refuse to pay the debt. According to FDCPA, a debt collector is not allowed to
contact you other than for acknowledgment of your letter or to notify you if take some action, like filing a
lawsuit.

You should talk to a lawyer to make sure you know all of your options. Calling a consumer if they know
they are being represented by an attorney. Being in debt is horrible enough for most people. It is required
to prepare appropriate letters to debt collection agencies and credit bureaus. Get a collection agency to
write demand letters. You will normally get a series of letters to mail, each one escalating in intensity.
“By reforming their exemption laws, states will not only protect families from destitution but will promote
economic recovery by enabling families to spend their money in state and local communities,” said
Carolyn Carter, NCLC deputy director and author of the report. This notice also must include the name of



the creditor to whom you owe the money and how to proceed if you don’t think you owe the money. What
many debtors don’t realize is that there are laws regarding what they can and cannot do.

There are also dishonest collectors who claim that you owe more amount than you originally do. THE
TAKE AWAY MESSAGE: In seeking to avoid the time, money, and uncertainties of a lawsuit, creditors and
debt collectors holding ​unsecured ​ debts sometimes become too aggressive or too clever for their (and
your) own good. Its current director, Kathy Kraninger, has signaled the bureau will take a more business-
friendly approach under her leadership. The new rule limits collectors to calling no more than seven times
a week per account. Debt collectors say they need to access consumers through these communication
methods because more people are shunning phones, especially millennials and younger consumers. Debt
collectors cannot make false statements or threaten you any way. In some cases, they may simply claim
they don’t have any info in their file and have no way of knowing it. The debt may not be yours at all.
Better yet, they may even be able to get the debt collector to pay their fees, meaning that not only do
you win your case, but you also get to hit the debt collector right in the bottom line. Collectors may not
contact you at work if you have stated that it will cause a problem with your employer.

These can come from third-party collection agencies hired by a creditor to attempt to collect a debt. Also,
if you contact them in writing, refusing to pay for the debt and requesting that they no longer contact
you, they are only able to contact you to inform you that: the collector's attempts to collect debt are
being terminated, that the debt collector or creditor may invoke special remedies that the collector or
creditor may normally pursue, or that the collector intends to invoke a specific remedy against you. “From
our perspective, the most important element is clear and full disclosure without misrepresentation to
those with whom a collector communicates,” Greg Hogenmiller, vice president and deputy general counsel
of West Asset Management, a large, Omaha, Neb.-based debt collection/accounts receivable agency, told
the FTC. A collector may contact you in person, by mail, telephone, telegram or fax. Limits to contact: If
you have informed them in writing not to contact you at your place of employment they may not contact
you at that location. They can’t contact you before 8 a.m. But let’s say we can’t find Bob, or Bob tell us,
go to hell in a hand basket. If we can’t find them through Equifax we’ll try through Trans Union.

Use What Debt Collectors Can And Can't Do To Make Someone Fall In Love W ith You

The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) provides that debt collectors are prohibited from harassing,
oppressing, or abusing the person they are contacting. Now that you have had this collection agency law
explained, you should feel more confident about your rights if you are ever contacted by a debt collector.
That is on top of actual financial damages that may have been caused by illegal collection activity. In the
calls I have received on my answering machine in recent weeks, the recording begins by saying "We are
trying to reach Wally Green regarding an unpaid debt. If you have not hung up by this point, we assume
that you acknowledge that you are Wally Green." I've not heard any more of this recording because either
my answering machine or their calling machine tends to hang up around this point. These are not just
violations of the FDCPA, these are criminal acts, terroristic threats to commit acts of violence, depriving
you of your life, liberty, or property.

Double Your Revenue W ith These 5 Recommendations on What Is Considered Harassment By Debt
Collectors

If they can’t locate you, or want to learn more about your ability to pay a debt, they can turn to “skip
tracing” tools as they are called in the industry. If a consumer is unsure of the source of the debt, or if he
believes that he has received the letter in error, he sends a letter to the collection agency requesting
that the debt be verified. To challenge a debt, follow a few simple steps. There are few suitable defenses
for a debtor in a debt lawsuit, making it difficult to beat a debt collector in court. They purchased these
accounts from the original lenders at pennies on the dollar, and turned profit by collecting a fraction of
what was owed by the debtor. It will also ask for the name and address of the company to which the
alleged debt is owed, the total amount of the debt and the original contract that the consumer signed
with the company.

Efren Ll. Cruz is a registered financial planner of RFP Philippines, personal finance coach, seasoned
investment adviser and bestselling author. However, over the years, debt collectors, plaintiffs’ attorneys,
and the government have turned the simple act of collection into an extremely complicated and financially
dangerous profession. However, many least sophisticated plaintiffs over the years have used it as a tool
to practically extinguish their debts and to increase their income as well as the income of their attorneys
participating in this cottage industry. A debt collector is someone who regularly collects debts of another.
Ill. Jul. 5, 2012), the plaintiff asked the court to give deference to the Asset Consent Decree and certify a
class of individuals who merely received letters to collect time barred debts. Any debt collector who gives
false or misleading information about the powers they have (for example, if they impersonate a bailiff, or
say they have the right to enter your home), they are behaving illegally. 2. Educate yourself. Arming
yourself with information can give you an edge in finding debt solutions. ” Some of these threats may be
a illegal and the more information you have the better.

Ontario's Ministry of Consumer Services receives more complaints about collection agencies than any
other business, including gyms, mechanics and car dealers. The lender's foreclosure on its security-the
home-is likely to be a devastating prospect for the homeowner, who may therefore be particularly
susceptible to abusive collection practices.53 If Congress had intended to exclude such a substantial
segment of consumer debt from the reach of the FDCPA, it could easily have said so explicitly.54 Indeed,



the Act's definition of “debt collector” lists six specific exclusions from the definition, none of which
encompasses the enforcers of mortgages or other security interests.55 Had Congress intended to exclude
such a significant category from the Act's coverage, the list of exclusions would have been the obvious
place for it to do so. Some advocates worry that the updates don’t go far enough and say some of the
changes could actually lessen consumer protections. The rule explains how the FDCPA’s protections apply
to digital communications and gives consumers the ability to unsubscribe from debt collectors’ electronic
messages. Besides, who needs to be reminded on a daily basis that they owe a debt and that they are
still unemployed and have no ability to repay it?

Ten Ways To Keep Your What Is A Debt Collector Called Growing W ithout Burning The Midnight Oil

Nondischargeable student loans. As to student loans, you should receive a forbearance for the time you
were in Chapter 7 bankruptcy. A trade group for debt-collection firms, meanwhile, said rules that go too
far could prevent some borrowers from getting loans in the first place. The Federal Trade Commission
(FTC) states that a debt collector generally isn’t allowed to talk about your debt with anyone but you or
your spouse. If you cannot make payments on time, try to talk to the creditor before it becomes an issue.
Therefore, it is often best to live on the property for as long as possible, particularly if the fees will make
it a burden to maintain two residences. Bear in mind, though that when it comes to debt relief,
individuals should go to the best they could find. Every debt discharged in your bankruptcy should be
noted as "discharged in bankruptcy" or something similar. What if I forgot to list a debt in my Chapter 13
bankruptcy? Filing to list a debt in a Chapter 13 case can leave an opening for a creditor to claim that the
debt is not discharged. It depends. Chapter 13 does not discharge your secured loans in most cases
unless you surrender the property in your Chapter 13 plan.

It is currently the opinion of the Tennessee Collection Service Board that entities who purchase
judgments or other forms of indebtedness will be deemed a ‘collection service’ if they collect or attempt
to collect the debt or judgment subsequent to their purchase of the debt or judgment. I believe the EZ
Pass system is overall a benefit to all, but to be charged fees for a service which is not even working?
However, in this case, the court held that LVNV was not required to obtain a collection service license
from the Tennessee Collection Service Board (“TCSB”). The Court noted that the TCSB had reaffirmed the
statement as recently as May 2012. Thus, because the only evidence on the record showed that the law
firm conducted all collection activity related to the plaintiff’s account, then LVNV would not be a collection
service according to the clarification statement and did not need a license.

Importantly for consumers, the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act creates a civil cause of action for
consumers who have been subjected to abusive, deceptive, or unfair collection practices. Pursuant to
N.R.S. § 649.370, any violation of the FDCPA is also a violation of Nevada debt collection law. Violation
of the extortionate collection law is a Class B felony, which can be punished by a prison term of 1 to 6
years and a significant fine. Proving that you've been the victim of a violation of the FDCPA can be a
difficult and protracted process. In addition to preventing common false or misleading practices, the
FDCPA also prohibits many unfair practices of debt collectors. There is no reason to tolerate the abusive,
harassing, unfair, or deceptive practices of unscrupulous debt collectors. The use of any business,
company, or organization name other than the true name of the debt collector's business, company, or
organization name. The use of any false representation or deceptive means in order to collect, or attempt
to collect. The use of obscene or profane language or language that would tend to abuse the hearer or
reader. Gerri Detweiler Credit.com's Personal Finance Expert, Gerri focuses on financial legislation,
budgeting, debt recovery and consumer savings information.

You'll Thank Us - 10 Tips on What Is Considered Harassment By Debt Collectors You have to Know
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