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Sick of the calls, the plaintiff eventually filed a lawsuit against the collection agency for violation of the
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (or FDCPA for short). “If they misstate the debt by a dollar on a letter
to you, that is technically a violation of the FDCPA,” Lawson says. You can stop a collector from
contacting you by writing a letter to the collection agency telling them to stop. Sending such a letter to a
debt collector you owe money to does not get rid of the debt, but it should stop the contact. However,
there are limitations to what a debt collector is permitted (and required) to say to a third party. 1
robocall blocker app, offers call blocking and Answer Bot call recording technology to equip you with the
tools to fight back against debt collectors. In this post, we will cover how you can fight back against
bullish debt collectors and debt collection robocalls.

Collection agencies are most often chasing debt related to medical bills. You should deal with collection
agencies only in writing, and your letters should never accept responsibility for the debt. It also is
advisable to save any voicemail messages you receive from collection agencies as well as every piece of
written correspondence. Can collection agency collection offshore payday loan? May be. If the debt
collector sues to collect on an illegal loan and the consumer does not defend against the lawsuit, the
collector will get a judgment. Something else to consider is whether offshore collection agency can collect
on a payday loan. By law, no lawyer or collection agency can harass a debtor. According to the law, any
debt collector is restricted from exercising any threat of violence or causing any damage to a debtor. But,
in Illinois and many other states, a creditor or debt collector holding an "unsecured" debt can NOT garnish
your wages, attach your bank account, place a lien on your home, take your car, or do anything else
without first winning a court case.

If they continue calling you after that, they are in violation of the FDCPA, which puts them in trouble with
the federal government. If they are desperate to reach one of those goals at the end of a month, they
might be more willing to negotiate. Collection agents often have deadlines and monthly goals they must
meet. In short, the laws protect consumers - and these are rights that collection agents prefer you not
know. If you have a complaint, go to this FTC website, click on Credit and Debt category, then click on
Debt Collection Practices. Debt collectors cannot call or contact you until the debt is verified in writing.
Contact your state attorney general and the Federal Trade Commission to complain about the false claims
made against you by the collection agency. The Federal Trade Commission enforces the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act. In March of 2018, the Federal Trade Commission released a report on consumer
complaints and consumers complained more about debt collectors than any other business. The consumer
needs to file a simple court document to process the case. In addition if you have no collateral or
payment towards the start of the Debt Consolidation or Debt Settlement process then perhaps a different
approach would be best such as Bankruptcy or a co-signed loan with a constituent who has a higher credit
score to eliminate or lower the interest and provide a low monthly payment.

They may make caller ID information appear as if the IRS or other government agency is calling. 2. If they
have bought the debt from the creditor, they then become the creditor and aren’t required to send you a
written notification first (which means that they can begin calling you right away). The only way you can
find these things out for sure is by defending yourself. Instead, stop collection calls and work out a way
to repay them. Don’t ignore their calls or letters. Have you ever gotten a call about a debt you don't
recognize? Rhode also suggests filing a complaint with the Federal Communications Commission, which
lets you report spoofed phone numbers (phone numbers that are fake as in the "911” call mentioned
above). You can do that by getting copies of your phone records, taking pictures of your call display or
other methods. Know Your Rights in Debt Collection explains how you can assert yourself when creditors
call, and your rights if you are being hounded about a debt. Google "The Fair Debt Collection Practices
Act", and it will explain your rights.

And calling. And calling. There are state and federal statutes to deal with, as well as procedural rules and
case law. It is important to understand that there is some variance between state and federal law and
how it applies to your situation may vary from other debtors and collectors in varying jurisdictions. The
only FDCPA provision that could be affected by these state laws and court rules is Section 809(a). As
noted above, an attorney debt collector who is prohibited from including the validation notice in court
documents may deliver the notice to consumers before serving the consumer with the court document or,
if the court document is the first communication with the consumer, within five days after serving the
court document. At the FTC’s request, a federal court in Los Angeles halted the operation in July 2013,
froze the defendants’ assets, and appointed a receiver to take charge of the defendants’ business.



One of the most common actions that a debt collector may take when you fail to pay is to report your
collection account to the three major credit bureaus. Sometimes, debt collectors resurrect old debts and
try to make extra money. If you have ‘too much’ debt - If the debt is too large or multiple collections
agents are calling you because you have too much debt, it’s better to make a plan for all your debts and
not try to deal separately with several different collection agents. Calling and writing to you are two of
the primary methods they will use to try to persuade you to pay. For about half a year after your bill
becomes overdue, a collector within the lending company will contact you regarding the debt. While the
common image of debt collectors is of thugs with bats, this is seldom the case (among legal debt
collectors at least). While the FDCPA and several other state and federal laws do exist to protect you
from unfair collection practices, there is still a long and scary list of actions that a debt collector can
legally take against you if you default on a debt. Note that in cases where the debt collector contacts the
debtor while the latter is at work, the act of contacting the debtor at his work itself is not illegal.

Once confronted with the fact that a lawyer is representing the debtor, most creditors will immediately
stop the harassing calls to avoid further risking violations of the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act
(FDCPA). Communications must also stop if the debtor informs the collector or creditor in writing that
he/she refuses to pay. Although debt collectors are allowed to contact you, there are debt collection laws
which they must adhere to. North Texas consumers who are victims of creditor harassment and abusive
debt collection practices have rights and remedies under federal and state debt collection laws. When a
debt becomes time-barred depends on the type of debt you owe and which state’s laws apply to the debt
and the lawsuit, as the statute of limitations may differ by state and debt type. The National Association
of Consumer Advocates has a search page on its website for finding consumer lawyers in your city or
state. April Kuehnhoff, staff attorney at the National Consumer Law Center in Boston.

“Consumer.” A natural person residing in this Commonwealth who owes or is alleged to owe a debt or one
who has incurred or is alleged to have incurred liability for the debt within this Commonwealth, including,
but not limited to, a comaker, guarantor, surety or parent if the consumer is under 18 years of age. A
person, other than an elected or appointed official of any political subdivision of this Commonwealth, who
collects or attempts to collect a tax or assessment owed to any political subdivision of this
Commonwealth. A person who is an elected or appointed official of any political subdivision of this
Commonwealth, who collects or attempts to collect a tax or assessment owed to the political subdivision
which employs the person, while that person is acting within the scope of his elected or appointed
position or employment. The term also includes any amount owed as a tax to any political subdivision of
this Commonwealth. Using any language or symbol, other than the creditor's address, on any envelope
when communicating with a consumer by use of the mails or by telegram, provided that a creditor may
use its business name.-For the purpose of subsection (b)(2) and (3), the term “consumer” includes the
consumer’s spouse, parent (if the consumer is a minor), guardian, executor or administrator.

Each applicant shall also pay any additional expenses incurred in the process of investigation. The CFPB
has lots of useful information on how to navigate the debt collection process. 1. Each licensed collection
agency shall file with the Commissioner a written report, signed and sworn to by its manager, no later
than January 31 of each year, unless the Commissioner determines that there is good cause for later
filing of the report. 3. If there is evidence that a collection agency is not complying with the provisions of
this chapter, the Commissioner may conduct an additional examination to determine whether a violation
has occurred. One person may choose to sell there portion of the assets to the ex spouse. They know you
have rights (there are even some situations where you won’t have to pay back your debt), and what they
hope is that you don’t know about these and will just send over what they demand. You can pay a
monthly amount of $200 towards the debt to get you back on track. Either way, don’t pay anything until
both you and your creditor have drawn up a written agreement on how you’ll repay your debts, and that
you're comfortable that the amount you're repaying won't affect your essential living expenses.

The Law Offices of RJ Atkinson handles debt consolidation, loan modifications, credit card debt
settlement, debt negotiation, lawsuit defense, IRS problems, credit card lawsuits, TROs temporary
restraining orders to foreclosure, forbearance agreements to foreclosure, FDCPA Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act lawsuits, FCRA Fair Credit Reporting Act lawsuits, credit report disputes, debt collection
lawsuits, adversary complaints in bankruptcy, bankruptcies, foreclosure workouts, mortgage short sales,
real estate property tax disputes, civil litigation, commercial litigation, tax lawsuits, small business
bankruptcy, corporate bankruptcy, business creditor representation, and most every kind of debt related
issue or financially based legal problem on a case by case basis. The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act
(commonly known as the FDCPA) is Title VIII of the Consumer Credit Protection Act. Use any profane
language or any language that is harassing and abusive (FDCPA 15 U.S.C. In addition, if you are
correctthat is, if the disputed information is not accuratethe information provider may not use it again.
You could be charged and prosecuted for mail or wire fraud if you use the mail or telephone to apply for
credit and provide false information. They also must forward all relevant data you provide about the
dispute to the information provider. If the provider then reports the item to any CRA, it must include a
notice of your dispute.
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All debt collectors, including Eastpoint Recovery Group, must abide by the Fair Debt Collection Practices

Act, or FDCPA, which is a federal statute and there might be additional regulations on state level. We've
helped over 5.2 million consumers over the four decades, and we know that a majority of Americans can
empathize with someone facing financial difficulties, including debt problems. The Consumer Financial



Protection Bureau has five letters consumers can use as samples when dealing with debt collectors, says
CFPB spokeswoman Moira Vahey. This means they can continue to call and send letters to get you to pay
up. In many Home Owner Association (HOA) agreements, it is stated that your failure to pay will be
disclosed to the other members of the association. Being an able bodied person it is sometimes becomes
hard to escape the torments caused by the profit-making people who try to have the benefits of others
disability; think how hard it will be the survival of the disabled person in this world. You still owe the
debt, even though it's no longer being listed on your credit.

Lets face it, nobody welcomes the thought of declaring bankruptcy! You can potentially fight a debt
collector in Australia by using our 100% FREE initial phone call option. Report the call. Contact the FTC
and your state Attorney General's office with information about suspicious callers. After you have
requested this, they can still call you to inform you that they plan to stop calling, sue you, give your
account to an attorney or discontinue trying to collect on the account. The derogatory mark that can
result from debt settlement may not make much of a difference for your credit rating, so paying an
account in full to preserve your credit rating might not be worth it. You’ll be blown away by what they can
do, as we reveal much more in this guide. Speak to each debt collection agency once to find out what
creditor it represents --- if it's a third-party debt collection agency --- how much the agency says you owe
and what address you should use to send a "cease contact" letter. It is important to remember that
simply paying part or all of an alleged one does not mean the collection agency will leave you alone.

Accordingly, a creditor who sells a debt to a third party debt collector while wrongfully representing that
you are refusing to pay is likely in violation of Texas law. As a practical matter, however, a creditor who
states to a credit reporting agency that you have refused to settle a debt after you have challenged that
debt is nearly always going to be in violation of Texas law. 4. Debt collectors may not misrepresent
themselves. Debt collectors are not allowed to call loan defaulters or borrowers more than three times a
week. Whether or not a debt collector respects your rights and follows the laws, you are still have to
repay the debt if it indeed belongs to you - essential to maintaining a good credit report. If you have
proof that you paid the debt or you don't recognize it, you can send a debt verification letter to the credit
card company to confirm that the debt belongs to you and that the company owns the debt. What is the
Difference Between a Creditor and a Debt Collector? Regrettably, there are undecided legal questions
involving the relationship of the federal Fair Credit Reporting Act and the Texas Debt Collection Act that
make it difficult to hold a creditor responsible for breaking Texas law in its report to credit reporting
agencies.

Consumers have the right to ask the collector to validate the debt. Under the FDCPA, there are several
more cost effective options available to end harassment from a debt collector. However, under the
FDCPA, there are a series of restrictions related to debt collection letters, and a debt collector that runs
afoul of these restrictions can be found to be in strict violation of the FDCPA. I am a California consumer
rights attorney who is dedicated to protecting consumers against abusive and illegal collection practices
by debt collectors. There are laws in place to protect consumers from debt collectors. The FDCPA also
allows consumers to file unfair debt collection lawsuits against debt collectors who break the FDCPA and
allegedly engage in debt collection harassment. Anyone with an unpaid debt and a phone is already
aware - debt collectors call people. Once a debt collection lawsuit is served, the defendant has 20 days
to respond with an Answer. Our debt harassment attorney is familiar with Pennsylvania and federal debt
collection laws. Debt collectors may not annoy or harass consumers with continuous and persistent phone
calls. We help consumers stop debt collectors in San Diego, Los Angeles, and in all the other California
cities.
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