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You still owe the money and debt collectors may still attempt to get it from you, but they will have lost
the help of a court judgment in attempting to collect. It is a complete fabrication, one designed to get
you to repay your debt as quickly as possible, because they know that the longer they wait to get paid,
the less likely it is to ever happen. What they don’t want you to know is that there is no such
requirement. Fake collection agencies use the same intimidation tactics, the same threats of arrest and
the same claims that they will tell family members about the debt if you don’t pay them. The harassing
calls ceased until February of 2011 when a debt collector began harassing her even after she explained
she had already set up a payment plan to pay off the three months she was in arrears.

You should then write a letter of complaint informing the creditor that you are aware of the Debt
Collection Guidelines and believe they are in breach of these as well as possibly been in breach of section
40 of the Administration of Justice Act. NYSTA - the provisions of Section 361-b of the New York State
Public Authorities Law. These are only some of the many collection tactics frequently used by collection
agencies and / or collection law firms. Collection activities by third parties are subject to the federal Fair
Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA). Congress passed the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA).
Are you looking to consolidate credit card or other debt? Equally, a creditor will be committing an offence
if they falsely imply that non-payment of the debt will lead to criminal proceedings; or the creditor
pretends to be someone they are not e.g. a court official or bailiff. The Protection from Harassment Act
1997 makes it a Criminal Offence for any person to pursue a course of action “which they know, or ought
to know, amounts to harassment of another person”. The Administration of Justice Act 1970 S.40 makes
it a Criminal Offence for a creditor or a creditor’s agent (often a debt collection agency) to make demands
(for money), which are aimed at causing ‘alarm, distress or humiliation’.

Collection agents use software inquiries to learn more about a particular consumer’s other debts, current
address, and anything else in your credit report that might help it collect a debt. When you receive
written validation, you have 30 days to challenge the accuracy or dispute the debt. If you’re being
harassed by a debt collector in these ways, you do have options available to you to fight back and
eliminate that bad behavior. There are actually severe penalties against COLLECTION AGENCIES for
engaging in certain harsh collection practices under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, a Federal law.
So again, the debt is still there but anyone pulling your credit reports won’t see it. These call attempts
reflect an attempt to start a dialogue about the debt - not an intent to harass or annoy. For one, they
can only call you during business hours (9am -5pm) and they can't call on the hours you specifically ask
them not to call. When you go before the judge, you will want to make sure that you have copies of all
your contracts, agreements, bills, letters and notices so that you can successfully argue your case.

Politely but firmly explain that you do not want them contacting anyone about this matter except you.
The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) governs the behavior of collection agencies, but generally
does not apply to debt buyers (or banks, for that matter). First, hear what he has to say and try to settle
the matter peacefully. Most people don’t realize that there are limits to what a debt collector can do and
say when they’re trying to collect a debt. The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) limits the actions
of debt collectors and provides guidelines for them to operate within. The Fair Debt Collection Practices
Act (FDCPA) is a federal law that provides debtors with protection from abusive debt collection practices.
See the black neighborhoods where collection suits hit hardest. W ith consumer credit card debt reaching
unsustainable levels, many in the industry expect to see more disagreement and litigation with regards
to the FDCPA.

What are the most important things to know about my right to dispute the debt? In an effort to lay
things out as simple as possible, we will first look at some of the tactics they can use, then look at the
ones they cannot. These laws can be used by debtors to their advantage, making both the creditor and
credit bureau have the charge off removed from your record. If this occurs to you it may actually be a
good thing because the debt collector will have just violated the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act. During
the 6-day waiting period, the collection agency is not actively doing anything on the account. Once you
give a debt collector your bank account information, they'll likely keep making withdrawals from that bank
account - whether you like it or not. If the account is not immediately paid in full, some collection
agencies turns their efforts up a notch or three, and begin to make threats to the individual. And, debt
collectors are prohibited from employing false or misleading representations and unfair practices in their
collection efforts.

The Act only protects individuals, and not businesses. The FDCPA protects you from unfair debt collection



practices. The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act prevents debt collectors from treating consumers unfairly.
If a debt collector is calling about a deceased spouse's credit card debt and it's not your responsibility,
let him know your spouse is deceased and you don't want the collector to continue contacting you. Co-
signing for a credit card means that you applied for a credit card with your deceased spouse. Whether you
have to pay the credit card out of your own assets depends on two factors: whether you were a co-signer
on the card, and whether you live in a community property state. In community property states, any debt
incurred and any money acquired is jointly owned, even if it's in one person's name. Write down this
information, along with the name of the person you spoke to and the date and time you spoke with the
debt collector. Ideally, the assets in the deceased spouse's name will be enough to pay off all
outstanding debt, but this may not be the case. But you’re committed to getting out of debt, so you don’t
go running for the hills (or running from the bills) anymore.

But what a lot of people don’t realize is that most of this harassment is technically not allowed by law.
There are lots of different ways that these debt collection companies are threatening people and trying to
make them pay and they’re breaking the law at the same time, even if it’s a valid debt. If they’re
threatening you and they’re saying you need to pay this or else, you know, we’re going to take your dog
away making lots of terrible threats, that’s a violation of FDCPA. Whichever solution your choose,
together we can take the spooky factor out of the debt consolidation side of money management. Certain
types of broad debt restructuring and forgiveness could help get us out of this debt trap and could be
politically feasible. Farron Cousins: You know, I can understand there’s, there’s probably some folks out
there who may not understand or realize that they owe some of these debts. Florida consumers receiving
harassing calls should understand and there are certain guidelines collection agencies must follow, and
the consumer does have rights.

If you don't have an attorney, a collector may contact other people - but only to find out your address,
your home phone number, and where you work. If a collector violates the FDCPA, you can sue the
collector in court. If you believe a collector violated the law, you may have a right to sue in court and
should contact a lawyer. But a collector can begin contacting you again if it sends you written verification
of the debt, like a copy of a bill for the amount you owe. The more aggressive you get about throwing
money at your debt, the sooner you’ll be out of the collection agencies’ clutches. No, their only purpose is
to get money now, and they’ll do just about anything to do their job, where they are celebrated and
rewarded when they get it, despite any feelings, troubles, or issues you may have.

If you don't believe the debt is legitimate or if it's so old that they cannot sue you any longer (check the
statute of limitations for your state), you may send a cease-and-desist letter. We suggest sending a
letter that sets forth your cell phone number and tells the collector they no longer have permission (if
they ever did) to call your cell phone. After that statement, the letter actually mentioned that the
consumer, in fact, had 30 days after receipt of the letter to dispute the alleged debt’s validity. After that,
you have the right to file a written answer within a limited amount of days after you are served. Cal.
2002) (court found potential liability where 200 calls were made over 19 months and on some days there
were multiple calls made after plaintiff requested no further calls be made). Furthermore, a recent Federal
Court cases alleges that LTD Financial Services used illegal and harassing communication tactics to
attempt to coerce a payment from the harassed consumer. It’s even more troubling that abuse, from
aggressive collection tactics to poor record keeping, has grown along with the debt-buying industry,
according to the report. This is where a consumer proposal or personal bankruptcy might work for you and
stop the collection calls altogether.

If someone gets sick and can no longer work or lose their job thru lay off, most of the time, there is no
way they can pay their bills. If someone takes too much, you have only 10 business days to file a notice
with the court to get it back. But where those mistakes seemed more like a business model many years
ago, many anomalies I see now are legitimate errors made by humans and machines. If you apply for a
business loan while you have an overdue balance with a government tax agency, your loan request will
likely be declined. While some collections agencies may have attorneys, most of them have only one tool
available to them. Sometimes seniors are concerned because a sheriff is the one serving the lawsuit
papers. Seniors can rest assured, that even though they might receive a judgment for a debt they can't
pay, their income is safe.

If you are receiving a phone call is probably out the window of the debt of 30-day validation. On this
point, unfortunately, the courts seem to be ruling that a computer print out from the creditor alleging a
debt is sufficient as validation. However, they should not file a 1099C for debts discharged in bankruptcy,
unless the debt was for business or investment purposes. If you don't send it certified mail, return receipt
requested, however, it doesn't create a paper trail. However, if used correctly, are an excellent
opportunity for credit repair. The success or failure of the alliance will depend largely on howand how
well-defined processes are followed strictly. Read the full article, you will find important information. Is
likely to pass information to the collection agency, such as accounts, contacts with customers, products
and services prices, etc., to facilitate the recovery of debts. Portfolio Recovery was calling me every other
day like twice a day even on weekends, and now they are calling me every week. There are so many
variables at this point that it's difficult to describe all the potential scenarios.

The attorneys at Tarshish Cody PLC have filed many lawsuits against debt collectors like Portfolio
Recovery Associates who are in violation of the FDCPA. Tucker, Albin & Associates - This B2B collection
agency has a network of over 500 private investigators and attorneys to help with debt collections across
the globe. All other communications from the collection agency must stop until the debt is validated.



However, if the debtor notifies the collector that your employer wants to terminate the call, the debt
collector must stop calling the person at work. To effectively deal with creditor harassment, a person
should educate himself about his legal rights and consider consulting a lawyer for advice. Under the Fair
Debt Collection Practices Act (often referred to as the "FDCPA"), you have certain rights to sue collectors
who unlawfully threaten, or harass you. These practices include collecting an amount larger than what the
debtor actually owes, or suing the debtor for a debt they do not owe. If you know you should do the
remaining amount, negotiate to pay a reduced amount to settle the debt or make a payment plan. These
debt buyers own the debt and the right to collect the full amount of the outstanding credit card debt.

Examples of harassment include repetitive phone calls, the use of obscene language and threats of harm.
Because of the somewhat aggressive and persistent nature of the debt collection process, there have
been some laws set in place to protect consumers from harassment. Above all, no one should live with
harassment! But perhaps one of the most distressing consequences of debt is debt collection phone calls.
There is no statute of limitations on how long a collection agency or creditor can try to collect an
outstanding debt. The name of the creditor to whom you owe the debt. For example, in Ontario there is
the Collection and Debt Settlement Services Act which prohibits companies from engaging in abusive
practices in the collection of consumer debts. B2B debt collection usually starts with the communication
with the debtor. Collectors must give you the following notice on their first communication to you. Our
attorneys have experience in fighting debt collectors and standing up for consumers. “All consumers who
get these threatening calls should file complaints with the Federal Trade Commission so that they have a
record of the claims and the numbers called from,” says Jean Ann Fox, director of financial services,
Consumer Federation of America.

Six Ways You Can Grow Your Creativity Using What Debt Collectors Can And Can't Do

Again, debt collectors calling out of the blue can feel very intimidating, but you actually have a lot of
rights and there are many procedures they need to carry out before they can take any action on your
debt. If you have a copy of the invoice or are citing the payment terms of the contract, include copies of
those with your letter. Print it out, sign it as you would a contract, and use your business letterhead. We
interviewed small business owners about what they look for in a collection agency. A typical timeframe
will be anywhere from 7-10 business days. Stage Two Contingency Collections is designated for accounts
that are more than 120 days late. Such as 7-14 days. Communicating with them in writing will ensure
that everything is well documented and will keep you from revealing any personal information about
yourself that they may later try to use to collect the debt. This step will help you know the debt is yours
before you agree to pay the debt or try to negotiate.
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