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According to debt collections law in different countries, a standard debt collector CANNOT perform seizure
of property. If yes, read through the credit counseling section of my debt relief guide. If you are not
making monthly payments to your credit cards, and saving up all the money you can instead, how long
would it take you to pool together about half of your credit card totals? We will keep adding topics as
new problems arise and are brought to our attention. If you did not reaffirm your home mortgage loans in
Chapter 7 but are current and plan to keep your property, just continue to make your house payments on
time. This monthly payment is usually lower than current credit card payments. If your answer is less
than 24 months, settling these credit card bills may be the answer to avoid bankruptcy. If your stuff is
valued at more than the exemptions in your state, you may look to a chapter 13 bankruptcy where you
repay some, or all of the debt, over probably 5 years. It is important to note that “anything done by a
person which is reasonable” when trying to recover a debt, is not considered to be harassment.

Recommended frequency of contact: No more than 3 times per week, or 10 times per month (when
contact is actually made, as distinct from attempted contact) and only when it is necessary to do so. The
more information you can provide, the better your chances are of getting back the money you are owed. It
leaves you debt-free or at least in a better debt situation. The less you know about a fake debt collector,
the better their chances are of tricking you into giving them your money or personal information. Here at
DRA, we understand that all information related to the debt must be supplied to the Debtor upon
request. At DRA, we take great care in making sure that a Debtor’'s employer or co-workers are not aware
that the Debtor is being pursued for a debt. Collectors may not state or imply that you are personally
responsible for paying the person’s debts from your own assets, unless there are specific circumstances,
such as being a co-signer, that make you legally obligated for the debt. However, if the Debtor has given
permission for us to be in contact with a representative (e.g., a partner, lawyer or caretaker, etc.), then
we may discuss the matter with this person also.

Sidhu also emphasized how the right kind of policy reform was important to stop debt collection law firms
and attorneys from filing thousands of collection lawsuits each year that harass consumers on debts that
may not even be owed. If debt collectors are calling you multiple times during the day, at work, or even
texting you on your cell phone, this is not permissible conduct under the FDCPA and you can 1) get this
conduct to stop and 2) receive compensation if you can prove it is a violation of the FDCPA, which is likely
is. Check for unwarranted fees that are tacked on or changes in your finance rate. The banking industry is
yet to implement recommended changes to its code of conduct, including one to ban the seizing of lump
sums to financially disadvantaged debtors whose other accounts are in arrears. Make regular contributions
that come out of your account automatically on the day you are paid. 3. Evaluate your budget so that you
can stay out of debt in the future. The automatic stay temporarily stops collection calls, foreclosure
actions, lawsuits, garnishmnet and any other collection activity that may be pending against you. You
may be willing to take a lesser amount, but there’s no reason to state that upfront.

Open Mike on What Is Considered Harassment By Debt Collectors

Make sure you get the full name of the company and check with the Better Business Bureau or go online
to a consumer review site like Yelp to check on its validity. Will suing a debt collector make you rich?
Never confirm such personal information with any debt collector over the phone. If you are provided the
wrong information or incomplete information, do not correct the person speaking. If the caller gave you
their company’s mailing information, take a minute to send a letter that demands them to cease contact
with you immediately. If, despite your attempts at stopping the harassment, you realize it just refuses to
reduce, you should understand that debt collectors, including agencies or the entities you owe the debt to
directly, do not take your communication seriously. Just don't answer questions, and inform the agent
you'll respond to written communication only. The unfamiliar voice quickly informs you that you owe
hundreds of dollars on an unpaid debt - a debt you don’t even recall having. If you find yourself having
answered the phone, tell them to stop contacting you. So before you cut off a debt collector completely,
take charge of the conversation and find out the exact details of what they say you owe.

Any debt collector who contacts you claiming you owe payment on a debt is required by law to tell you
certain information about the debt. These accounts are so old, I have no record of any paperwork, and no
one can seem to tell me the exact date of first delinquency. Can you really go to jail for not paying a
debt? When a debt collector calls and insinuates (or tells you outright) that you have to pay the debt,



he's breaking the law. Can agreeing to pay the debt restart 7 year negative history? If you've ever dealt
with a debt collector, then you know that they can make your life absolutely miserable. If you are
represented by an FDCPA lawyer and if the debt collectors also are aware of the contact details of that
particular lawyer, then according to the law, these collectors are prohibited from calling you directly. I
made the mistake of calling both collection agencies, and agreed to make payments in the next couple of
months.

They will be able to tell you date and time of when the calls occurred and the impact it has on them
physically and psychologically,” says Dupre. But as attorney Ben Dupre explains, it doesn’t mean that
they need to be further victimized by the illegal tactics of unscrupulous debt collectors that try to harass
people into paying up rather than take the lawful but more costly and time-consuming route through the
courts. The FDCPA prohibits debt collectors from threatening actions that they either cannot or do not
intend to take. You could get rid of debt collectors by writing off your debt. Thus, if your wife racks up a
$5000 credit card debt and you live in a community property state, you're just as responsible for paying
off the debt as she is. There are three reasons for a debt collector to contact you: your creditor has not
received a payment from you within the time frame discussed in the contract; you are a victim of an
identity theft meaning someone used your identity to obtain credit and didn’t pay it off; and finally, you
might be contacted by collectors who are looking for someone other than you .

If a question ever arises about the debt, you will have documentation. Based on that and other evidence,
a judge will rule whether you do or do not owe the debt. If the creditor or debt collector disagrees with
you and still wants you to pay the debt, you can dispute this further. If you wish to notify the credit
reporting agencies that you dispute the debt, request a copy of your credit report and follow the
procedures for disputing reported information. If you dispute a debt, the collector must send written
verification, such as a copy of a bill, before contacting you again to collect payment. Remember that if
you ask a debt collector to stop contacting you entirely, it may still sue you and may still report your debt
to credit reporting companies, which will likely hurt your credit. Debt collectors are also banned from
publishing lists of consumers who refuse to pay their debts (except to send information to a credit
reporting bureau or other authorized people such as the original creditor or the creditor’s attorneys).
Almost no one keeps those documents, so order a copy of your credit report from one of the big three
credit reporting agencies (EquiFax, Experian, or TransUnion).

Are you able to help me? We may also be able to help you identify whether the collectors have harassed
you in violation of state or federal consumer protection laws. Once you have confirmed that the debt
collector is legitimate, they may ask you for personal information to verify your identity. And don't give
any other personal information. This includes using profanity, threats of violence, calling repeatedly,
saying you'll be arrested if you don’t pay your debt or that they’ll garnish your wages unless permitted by
law to do so. If you don't go, the other side may automatically win. After you send this letter, a debt
collector may only contact you for one of two reasons: 1) to tell you they will not contact you again; or 2)
to inform you that they intend to take further legal action against you. If you have been sued by a
creditor or debt collector, we may be able to help you.

Debts are often bundled and sold multiple times to different collectors, which means errors may be
introduced along the way. It’s incredibly important to start to work your way out. Keep in mind that Divis
Law does not know anything about your case and is not by any means telling you the letter will work in
your situation, or giving you any advice about your case. We hope you'll contact Divis Law. Be aware that
what they are saying is not only unethical it is also against the law. As a consumer law firm, we are here
to help empower you. It applies to debt collection agencies but it also applies to individuals and groups
that you might not think of as debt collectors at first - for example, a law firm can be considered a debt
collector and subject to the Act under certain circumstances. If you've fallen behind on your bills long
enough, you may start receiving some unwanted phone calls, text messages, emails and other
communications from debt collectors. Except as otherwise provided in regulations adopted by the
Commissioner pursuant to NRS 649.054, the account must be maintained in a bank or credit union located
in this State and bear some title sufficient to distinguish it from the licensee’s personal or general
checking account and to designate it as a trust account, such as “customer’s trust fund account.” The
trust account must at all times contain sufficient money to pay all money due or owing to all customers,
and no disbursement may be made from the account except to customers or to pay costs advanced for
those customers, except that a licensee may periodically withdraw from the account such money as may
accrue to the licensee from collections deposited or from adjustments resulting from costs advanced and
payments made directly to customers.

Lie or falsely imply, in any communication, that the collector is a government agency, is serving you with
papers, that you are subject to arrest, or that you have committed a crime. Internal Revenue Services
(IRS): Federal government agency responsible for tax regulation. Subsidized loan: A type of need-based
loan for which the government pays the interest while the borrower is in school and during the grace
deferment periods. This can be like obtaining a loan in exchange of all your unguaranteed debts into a
one payment. Account Management Systems - AMS collects commercial debts. How much money can a
debt collector take from your account? The dissent finds determinative the distinction between a
consumer's obligation to pay money and a deed of trust, which is not itself an obligation to pay money
but rather a mechanism by which property is transferred in the event the money is not paid.56 But in the
past we have taken a more functional approach. The advantage the law firm has is they can still legally
contact and negotiate a settlement with your collector after they have issued a summons to court. How
Does A Debt Collector’'s Settlement Measure Up? When should I NOT negotiate a payment agreement



with a debt collector?

These indicators simply mean that they are doing a great job and they are following the rules in order to
keep their good record. Hire a licensed one who abides by the rules of the Fair Debt Collection Practices
Act. We answer commonly asked questions about your rights under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act.
These lawyers are the best people that can help you protect your credit and debt history from any
anomalies and to make sure that your rights are observed. People should know that the law is on their
side. A debt collection defense attorney who wants to bring desirable results for his clients must be
aware of this particular law and even take necessary action against abusive collectors under this act. A
debt collection agency must provide you with the details of the collection by standard mail within five
days of making phone contact with you, and you can contest that debt anytime within 30 days of
receiving that phone call. Has USI Solutions ever used abusive or profane language when speaking with
you on the phone?

In many cases, that coverage extends to your business. If you've had a problem with any of the scams
described here, contact your local consumer protection agency, state Attorney General (AG), or Better
Business Bureau. The debt should be personal, family, or household debt (any consumer debt). 809 (b), I
am requesting a validation of this debt. "Every State has a statute of limitations that make debt of a
certain age not collectible. If you do agree to a payment plan, make sure you know the total amount you
will be required to pay. Finally, after agreeing to a payment plan, do not give the debt collection agency
your bank account number or your credit card number. And this could happen multiple until you give up
and pay the debt. If a bill collector threatens to transfer or sell your debt to a more punitive agency, you
might be the victim of creditor harassment. However, it can still be very embarrassing if the person the
collector called starts asking you pointed questions like, “why did this collection agency contact me? Keep
in mind that, even if the debt belongs to someone else, you're still protected from debt collector
harassment under the FDCPA.

The credit reporting period - 7.5 years - is federally mandated and the same in every state. The Fair
Credit Reporting Act dictates that most debts can only remain on your credit report for 7 years and 180
days from the date of first delinquency. You can still be taken to court. A drawback to small claims court
is that, in many cases, getting a successful judgment does not mean that you automatically get your
money. Remember that Banks earn billions of pounds of profit each year; the small amount you owe them
is a drop in the ocean for them. If you opt to negotiate the debt, Tayne doesn’t recommend giving an
amount of how much you’re willing to pay off. They replied with copies of the contract and a letter giving
me contact information and such. Sometimes lenders contract with independent debt collection firms to
manage their accounts. Because few creditors send accounts to collection agencies until they are 180
days' delinquent, collection agency entries rarely remain on debtors' credit records for the full 7.5-year
period. The. Time. A collection agency that regularly alters the dates on its accounts could theoretically
ensure that a collection account remains on your credit report indefinitely.

That will go into collection status immediately. Ignore Debt Collectors. One way or another, debt
collectors will find a way to get your attention. Collectors can’t tag you on social media, put your name in
the newspaper, or even send postcards (because then the mail carrier would know your debt details). You
then have this one loan to pay off. Once you have obtained a credit report from all three major credit
reporting agencies, TransUnion, Experian, and Equifax, go through each one with a fine-toothed comb. 3)
Except as provided in paragraph (1), without the prior consent of the consumer given directly to the
creditor or the express permission of a court of competent jurisdiction or as reasonably necessary to
effectuate a postjudgment judicial remedy, a creditor may not communicate, in connection with the
collection of any debt, with any person other than the consumer, his attorney, a consumer reporting
agency if otherwise permitted by law, a debt collector, the attorney of the debt collector or the attorney
of the creditor.
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