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To show them that you know your legal rights, inform them that you plan on reporting them to the
appropriate regulators if they do not respond in a timely manner. Economic life as we know it simply
would not be possible without enormous amounts of private debt. Also, debt collectors may not
misrepresent the truth. But the real debt collectors are far from this description. I think the debt collector
violated the law. April Kuehnhoff, an attorney at the National Consumer Law Center, said that the
analysis raised “crucial questions about how racial disparities are entering the debt collection system and
what we can do to eliminate these disparities.” The findings, she said, should spur lawmakers to reform
overly punitive federal and state collections laws. At the Law Office of Michael P. Forbes, PC, our mission
is to ensure that your rights under the FDCPA are respected by debt collectors no matter how large or
small your debt may be.

Debt collectors can’t show up at your place of work to collect a debt. Another episode, on local fine
penalties, talks in part about the "private probation companies" cash-strapped local governments use to
collect those fines. The worst part is that the collection agency isn’t obligated to warn you that the
account is being sent for legal proceedings. One of the developing areas in Florida debt collection law
involves the award of damages. Although you have no desire to deal with a lawsuit right now, that
doesn't change the fact that, with a forgery, you have every right in the world to file one. This one comes
up more than you might think. The first obstacle many people think they’ll face when consulting a debt
collection lawyer is cost, but this may not be the case with a debt collection lawsuit. What else can I do
if I think a debt collector has broken the law?

The one contact a day doesn’t cover text, email or social media channels, so consumers may be
inundated with messages. You may also end garnishment by proving that you have already paid the
judgment debt in full. Accounts change hands quickly and you may be dealing with a new collector who
has control of your account. Using transcripts from my conversations with collectors, we will give you a
"blow by blow" account of how consumers' rights can be trampled. But join me for a brief journey through
the legal underworld--a trip that will show something most certainly is afoul at the Hugo Black building.
But my wife and I are finding clear evidence that something seriously is amiss at the Hugo Black U.S. In
fact, the culture at the Hugo Black building seems so dirty that we want to take industrial-strength
showers whenever we return home from a visit there. Is there any reason to believe the "justice" culture
in Boston is more pure than the one in Birmingham. I only changed my mind on that after realizing that
GOP nominee Mitt Romney was one truly warped and frightening individual; I had a civic duty, it seemed,
to vote in a way that would help keep Romney out of the White House.

Can a collection agency add the same debt twice to your credit report? This method allows you to stop
debt collection letters coming to your home by completely eradicating your debt. Furthermore, ignoring
letters from people trying to collect debt from you can also make your debt grow. Or, if the debt collector
says, "This is a debt collector and this is an attempt to collect a debt" and someone other than the
spouse feels this - the law was violated. Only 35 states and the District of Columbia allow you to secretly
tape phone conversations, so research the law before doing so. For example, if you don’t reply to a debts
collection agent, they might get a hold of your phone number and start calling you. For example, there’s a
chance that the debt that the collector is calling you in regards to is not even yours. If debt collectors
keep contacting you via letters even after you have told them that the debt is not yours, then you can
report them to the Financial Conduct Authority. However, if they are unable to find proof that it’s yours,
then they will have to stop sending you letters. However, when you’ve stated that you’d prefer not to be
contacted via these avenues, the only way that’s left is through letters.

Foti held that 1) a voicemail message that does not mention a debt but simply invites a return call from a
debtor is a “communication” within the meaning of section 1692a(2) of the FDCPA, and 2) that such a
message must state that it is from a “debt collector” under section 1692e(11) of the Act. Nothing in the
Act or its legislative history evinces a Congressional intent to regulate voicemail messages that merely
seek a return call from a debtor. The message itself does not harm the debtor, and the debtor can elect
not to return the call. Debt collectors engage in protected commercial speech when they leave truthful,
non-threatening voicemail messages that simply invite a return phone call from the debtor. A debt
collector cannot call you before 8 am or after 9 pm. Example: Let’s assume that a debt collector sends
you a summons - an official notice telling you that you have been sued and when you must appear in
court for your trial.



This federal licensing and regulatory body provides guidance regarding collection of debts. Wanting to
take care of unpaid debts is admirable, but be warned: paying off collections does NOT improve your
credit scores. However, if the credit card companies you owe have not charged off the debt yet or have
turned the debt over to an in-house collection agency (one owned by the creditor) the FDCPA does not
apply. I can certainly pay them, however, I am worried that paying the full debt may reactivate the 7 year
negative credit history. The term “consumer” means any natural person obligated or allegedly obligated to
pay any debt. If a collector can't coerce you into making payments on your debt or--God forbid--turn over
your banking information, it may file a debt collection lawsuit. Making a payment on a debt that's in
collections does NOT restart the 7-year credit reporting period. You Can Stop Debt Collection Calls and
Get on Track.

Fraud, Deceptions, And Downright Lies About Debt Collector Harassment Exposed

The collector has the burden of proof and needs to show in court that you owe it. A debt collector may
not contact you at work if the debt collector has reason to know that your employer disapproves.
According to the law, there are only certain hours during the day in which a debt collector can contact
you. While it may be unwise to give the collector your full social security number, there probably isn't too
much risk in giving them the last four digits to confirm that the debt isn't yours. The collector may ask
you to confirm the last four digits of your social security number or a similar personal identifier. It also
ensures that they cannot call you at work if they have been made aware that you are not allowed to
accept personal calls in the workplace. In some cases, collections agencies may try to call other people,
such as your family and friends.

What kind of conduct is prohibited by the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA)? What are Examples
of Debt Collectors Under the FDCPA? While bankruptcy often would help address the debt, sometimes
individuals are not aware of this option or may feel they do not have enough debt to warrant bankruptcy.
Also I do feel that the FDCPA needs to address “business debts”, many times an individuals personal
information and credit history is used to grant “business credit” instead of using the companies credit
history. Any information provider contacted in this way must launch its own investigation and report
results back to the bureau. The following internet site gives great information on the FDCPA: Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act Details. Regardless of the law and practice is not uncommon for collection
agencies debt claims and complaints against him for questionable collection practices. How long the
statute of limitations on a debt lasts depends on what kind of debt it is, and the law in your state or the
state specified in your credit contract.

And although it’s a broad, federal statute, there are certain threshold issues that must be met before the
FDCPA will apply. And attorney Billy Howard will be there. Howard calls it "a big win" for Melanie Beacham
and people across the country who want to protect their right of privacy. Debt collectors can and do use
the Internet to find people who owe money. Many other harassing calling patterns in between can violate
debt harassment laws as well. The debt collector contact can become invasive and violate antitrust laws.
Our specialists work through all your accounts by reaching out to the creditors to reduce the overall
amount of debt owed - giving you a clean slate so you can get back on the path to financial
independence. Other persons, who owe the same amount, don't get any communications from collection
agencies. A LOT of time is wasted having to go over the same information time and again.

Most of the time consumer reporting agency erases negative information from the database if the same
stays for a longer period. On that same point, the debt has to be a consumer debt-it must be for
personal, family, or household purposes. The fact is, however, that you must be able to collect money for
the products and services that you provide to people. Collection letters are an important way to get
people to pay up. Below are the list of states along with the specific Statute relating to creditor
harassment. Just the way defaulting loans deducts your credit points, similarly harassing consumers
unfairly makes collection agency harassment team break the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and the
rights of the consumer to be fairly treated. While there are options available to those who have been the
target of overly aggressive debt collection tactics, what is more important to those who find themselves
in this position is putting an end to the reason that bill collectors will be harassing someone in the first
place. First party collection agencies get involved earlier in the debt collection process.

Once they receive your letter, they may only contact you one more time in regards to your debt. Nobody
wakes up in the morning, stretches and then says, "Today I think I'll go commit some fraud so I can get
me one of them swanky rooms at the County jail." Unfortunately, your seemingly innocent tactic for
avoiding debt collectors could potentially land you in some serious legal trouble. I've never tried
convincing the credit bureaus to bring one of my clients "back to life," but from what I've heard,
reclaiming your credit when the credit bureaus think you're dead is a frustrating and nightmarish process.
Many just send a "my loved one passed away, do not contact us again" sort of letter which falls into the
"Cease and Desist" category. Debt collectors cannot contact you before 8:00 a.m. Answer the phone and
find out exactly what debt they are collecting on, ask for the balance owing and see if you can offer a
suitable arrangement to repay them back. It’s not uncommon to see payday loans with an APR of 400%
or more. Debt collectors hear the "I'm dead" excuse more often that you think.

W ithin five days after you are first contacted, the collector must send you a written notice telling you the
amount of money you owe; the name of the creditor to whom you owe the money; and what action to
take if you believe you do not owe the money. If you don't get this information in the first call, they're
required to send it to you in writing within five days. Relatedly, the proposal would impose a waiting



period of seven days after a debt collector has a telephone conversation with a person about a particular
debt, during which time the debt collector would not be permitted to place a telephone call to that person
about that debt. If you do decide to negotiate a payment plan for a reduced amount of the debt, you may
get a better deal if you try to work with the creditor and not the debt collector. It is important to know
that Congress enacted the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, better known as the FDCPA, with the
objective of protecting consumers from harassment of these collectors. Presently, there’s more and more
consumer struggling to pay off their debt, some collection agencies are opting for unfair means to collect
payments from debt-ridden consumers ignoring the debt collection laws.

5 Secrets About What Can I Do If A Creditor Is Harassing Me They Are Still Keeping From You

When you resume regular payments, though, you may have to pay an additional amount toward the past
due total. You may need a certified copy of the case documents if you apply for a professional license in
some states. The U.S. Fair Debt Collection Practices Act says collectors can add fees or interest only if
the amount is “expressly authorized by the agreement creating the debt or permitted by law.” That
requires having a copy of the original card agreement to prove the interest is permitted, consumer
advocates argue. Contingency fees are charged as a percentage of the debt collected and are typically
negotiable, particularly for accounts that have a significant balance owed. Pre-filing HOA or COA fees are
included in your discharge. There are a number of places you can turn for assistance if you believe a debt
collector has overstepped the mark. All court summonses are managed and modified based on their
docket number. If you have already been sued and post charge-off interest is part of the claim, the
stakes are higher. “If you’re seeking the state limit for pre-judgment interest and you’re not asking for
attorney fees, that was the compromise,” Holland said.

The Definitive Guide To Fair Debt Collection Practices Act

As a result, MSD was able to seize $645 from her savings account, more than a third of the money in her
accounts, according to bank records. We can never predict or give an estimated time of completion as we
never know how long it will take to collect the money owed. In the end, you do PayPal's work by getting
them money and information and they keep YOUR money as a bonus as they decide they will not lift the
limits on your account or the account that you have been linked to. You may have a case, if… If you find
that your debt collector has violated the FDCPA, you may have grounds for a lucrative countersuit on your
hands. We did not have to read even two full pages of Kallon's 14-page opinion, to realize that he was
up to his old tricks. Have certain documents been gathering dust because David Waters Jr. has not been
able to figure out a way to mold them so that they favor the Jones Walker law firm?
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