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Once a creditor receives confirmation from your family members that you've died--usually via a death
certificate--the creditor will notify the credit bureaus. Note: Family members of actual deceased debtors
are not required to send the collection agency a death certificate. All kidding aside, if you're carrying a
heavy debt load there are some definite benefits to being dead. Debt collectors hear the "I'm dead"
excuse more often that you think. No matter how simple the idea sounds in your mind, telling debt
collectors that you're dead and convincing them of that fact takes some serious planning on your part. So,
theoretically, your failure to send the debt collector a death certificate isn't proof that you're actually still
alive. To weed out the fakers from the actual deceased, the collection agency will probably request a
death certificate. Even if the collector, upon finding out that you are very much alive, calls the authorities
and throws a Miss-Piggy-backstage calibur hissy fit, any evidence the collection agency has against you is
circumstantial at best. Most agencies are “third-party” offices, meaning a creditor has hired the collection
agency to recover past-due accounts.

Report any problems you have with a debt collector to your state Attorney General's office and the
Federal Trade Commission. Thankfully, it is required for the debt collectors to give you all this information
up front, so this should have been covered in the opening phone call or letter. If debt collectors demand
that you pay interest, fees, or any other expenses that are not stipulated by law. No law or any rule gives
these debt collectors, the right to arrest you for not paying the outstanding debts. Debt collectors cannot
call you on your cell phone unless you gave it to them as a means of communication. However, there are
a number of other different rules for debt collectors that focus on things they can and cannot do.
However, they can only do this in order to get your address or phone number if they are unable to reach
you.

If we were to issue that much for each of the next five years, again in lieu of an equivalent amount of
conventional securities, the ratio to GDP at year end 2024 would be 129 percent instead of 150 percent.
The collector can, for example, ask the court to garnish your salary, withholding a certain amount of your
salary to be paid into your debt. The credit or debt collector may not contact you but they can take legal
action in an attempt to collect what is owed. An imposter may have misused your identity to get a credit
and you may be experiencing difficulties because of him. We could do the paperless equivalent of this
today by having the Treasury issue certificates that do not pay interest and do not have maturities. It
would improve the ratio of GDP to the government debt that does pay interest and have a maturity.

Overall, the proposed rule seems to strike a good balance between the collection industry and consumer
concerns, says Leah Dempsey, vice president and senior counsel for federal affairs at ACA International, a
trade group representing 2,500 debt collectors, asset buyers and related professions. The CFPB said
Friday that it intends to issue a second debt collection rule in December that will include new rules
around so-called "zombie" debt, which is typically older debt that's fallen off a credit report or is being
erroneously pursued, either because it's already paid off or it actually belongs to someone else. The CFPB
says to be wary of any service that asks for an upfront payment or asks you to stop making payments to
creditors. LoanMart also boasts an exemplary customer service record, having served over 250,000
customers2. I propose that if a student debt holder with a job in the private sector has made payments
for 90 consecutive months, and also done volunteer community service for an approved government or
not-for profit organization for 1,000 hours, then the remaining balance of that student’s loan would be
forgiven. We can expand it by making it available to those who do not work in the not-for-profit sector if
they do substantial volunteer work for a qualified not-for-profit institution.

Click here for a list of states that permit recording telephone conversations with one-party consent. While
acquiring location information from someone other than the consumer debtor (like family members,
neighbors, or employers) states that you owe a debt. In that case, mail any complaint you have about a
collector’'s conduct to the Federal Trade Commission, Bureau of Consumer Protection, Division of Credit
Practices, Washington, D.C. They cannot pretend to have any authority that they don’t have. According to
a study conducted by the research firm, US PIRG, almost 80 percent of Americans have mistakes on their
credit reports. Judge Jackson would have held that conduct outside the limitations period couldn't be used
to sustain the harassment claim. And Judge Jackson noted that plaintiff husband couldn't undo his
deposition testimony demonstrating only one allegedly harassing call during the limitations period by
later filing a contradictory affidavit alleging more calls. There are many more examples of third-party debt
collector Fair Debt Collection Practices Act violations. The majority held that here there were enough calls
and allegations about their tone to raise a jury question. If there is a lot more going out than coming in
that is why you get creditors calling and harassing you.



However, there are a number of other types of unpaid debts that inadvertently lead to a level of public
shaming. A very public way of debt shaming is to post information on social media outlets. For example,
bankruptcy filings, foreclosure notices and delinquent tax liens are filed with county recorders offices as
they are required to provide public notice to ensure that all potential parties impacted by the delinquent
debt are sufficiently notified. For example, if your car is worth $10,000 but you still owe $8,000, your car
would be completely exempt from debt collection. A common reason why a debt may be transferred to a
debt collection agency is primarily because the creditor could not reach the debtor. But when you
proactively take action, come up with a plan and resolve to tackle your debts, you have far less reason to
feel ashamed. There are always options to recover from excessive debt levels, and an experienced and
compassionate financial educator and debt coach can help you find resources and develop a clear plan to
address and improve your financial situation. If you are confident that there has and you are considering
the possibility of pursuing a claim, the next step would be to speak with an attorney, who may help you
understand all options and pursue a judgment if you decide that is the best course of action for your
specific situation.

Although Brian Linnekens firmly feels that people should make every attempt to pay for the debts that
individuals pay back, he also feels that all customers need to be treated with the common decency and
respect. According to Brian R Linnekens, a debt collector may not use unfair or unconscionable means to
collect or attempt to collect a debt. In effect, misrepresenting a legal document is an attempt to prevent
a consumer from taking action that may be to the consumer’s benefit. In almost all cases there is print
somewhere on the document that stated “"Draft”. Naturally, the letters and repeated reminder calls will
stop from there on. You will be required to finish paying off the debt by the date set by the creditor. If an
attorney is representing you and a debt collector calls, tell them which attorney is representing you and
that the debt collector should contact the attorney, not you. Collectors cannot contact anyone other than
you, your attorney, your spouse or someone who has a legal right to make decisions for you (such as a
parent, if you're a minor) except to gather information about how to contact you. Moreover, it is always
good to get an attorney, who has experience of working with a person you already know.

It is always best to write a letter and keep a copy. If the debt collector does not send you a verification
letter, it is illegal for them to keep contacting you. Unless verification of the debt is provided, the bill
collector can’t proceed with any further communication in attempting to collect the debt. Reach out to
your state attorney general’s office or the dept. of consumer affairs and try to find out if the collection
agency is licensed to collect in your state. Medicredit is a collection agency based in St. Louis, MO that
specializes in collecting delinquent or unpaid medical bills. I am trying to pay my bills and straighten out
my current financial situation. If you sue under this federal law and win, the debt collector must generally
pay your attorney’s fees, and may also have to pay you damages. She'd managed to pay off her student
loans in order to qualify for the mortgage, she said. If you are a seller who has lost his or her money and
item, the only course of action is to file complaints against PayPal in order to force PayPal to revisit the
issue.

Also, a consumer should never provide his or her banking account humbers over the telephone to a debt
collector because "once it has your bank account numbers, who's to say you didn't agree to a $1000.00
withdrawal instead of a $100.00 withdrawal?" he asked. 4) Hayt, Hayt & Landau telephoned her
employer’s telephone numbers 10 times in 30 minutes. 7) Hayt, Hayt & Landau discussed the consumer’s
alleged debt with her employer’s receptionist and vice president without authorization. Hayt, Hayt &
Landau’s alleged violation of this consumer’s FDCPA rights was “very egregious and could have cost the
consumer her job,” he continued. She filed her lawsuit in the federal court sitting in Philadelphia and
demanded that judgment be entered against Apothaker & Associates for its alleged FDCPA violations and
demanded statutory damages, actual damages, attorney’s fees, and the costs of her litigation. She
demands the Court award her statutory damages, actual damages, attorney’s fees, and the costs of her
litigation.

So, be extremely careful at the time of selecting consumer law attorneys. However, no matter what your
stand is with the debt collection agency, it is important for you to find experienced consumer law
attorneys. Collect any interest, fee, charge, or expense incidental to the principal obligation unless it was
authorized by the original debt agreement or is otherwise permitted by law. The bank card corporations
are beneath no obligation to create this kind of delivers, certainly, and a number of creditors yet refuse to
negotiate with Consumer debt Settlement counselors nor lower existing credit ratings accounts regardless
with the threat. It shall be the obligation of the municipality to ensure compliance with the requirements
of this subdivision. Deposit or threaten to deposit a post-dated check or other post-dated payment
instrument before the date on the check or instrument. Solicit a post-dated check or some other post-
dated payment tool to use as a threat or to commence justice. The Law Offices of Brian R Linnekens does
not make any guarantee as to the accuracy or currency of any information contained in or created through
use of any link to another website contained in this website. Further, individuals are often unfairly stuck
attempting to prove a negative (i.e., that they don’t owe money), when under the law a collector is not
supposed to pursue a citizen for payment of a bill unless the collector has substantiation that it is owed.

The Federal Trade Commission is in charge of the enforcement of the act. Also, federal law prohibits debt
collectors from disclosing any information about your debts to any third party. Debt collectors will always
push for payments over the phone. This is particularly true if you're still making payments on the car.
Even if the message machine is private, the debt collector must still be careful what he or she says. But
it is still useful for sending a letter of protest. 2. You can't send a debt validation letter until the debt
goes into collections. This letter serves two purposes. The FDCPA prohibits debt collectors from using



deceptive, abusive or unfair practices when collecting money from an individual. The FDCPA is violated
when a debt collector calls you with the intent to harass, annoy, or abuse you. There is a way to stop
collection agency harassment calls and letters. This can include both the original debt amount and any
extra fees the collection agency is adding. This amount is based on the $15/hour NYS minimum wage for
"NYC - Large Employers (of 11 or more),” effective 12/31/18, as listed on the NYS Department of Labor’s
website.

It is better to settle an account than allowing the account to be charged off. You will find situations
where the amount owed is reduced or lowered to accommodate favored payment arrangements. The letter
should have the name of the organization which you owe money to, the precise amount owed, and the
steps necessary to pay back the outstanding amount. This certain legislation restricts a collector from
utilizing legal actions to get you to pay back. A debt collection agency can get in touch with you
whenever a relative has acquired debt which the agency wants to collect by all possible means. Of course
not! However, does the debt collection industry deserve to be cut some slack? Really? The debt collection
industry generates a billion dollars a year at the expense of hard working consumers who are trying to
make ends meet in a very unstable and unpredictable economy. If the collector ends up calling you, the
relative, they are not allowed to irritate you to collect money for that particular relative. The debt
collector cannot threaten you with dire consequences like garnishment of wages, imprisonment or attempt
to collect more money than owed.

Here’s how to stop debt collection calls. A debt collector may contact any person for the purpose of
correcting or confirming your contact information. Under the FDCPA, debt collectors are required to
identify themselves when they attempt to collect a debt as well as note that any information you give
them will be used in an attempt to collect the debt. As a result, many simply agree to pay a debt even
though the collection law firm doesn’t actually have sufficient information to validate the debt and collect
on it. The FDCPA doesn’t specify the number of times a collection agency can call you. Similarly, a friend
request that doesn't disclose that the “friend” reaching out to the consumer is really a debt collector
would run afoul of the law. Let us understand how you should respond per the RFDCPA to debt collectors'
calls. Consumer advocates recommend keeping copies of all written correspondence to and from debt
collectors as well as sending any letters via certified U.S. Evidence can come in the form of voicemails or
answering machine messages, letters to (or from) the debt collector, and even statements from
knowledgeable witnesses to the unlawful events or the impact suffered by the consumer who was
targeted.

Some collectors may be willing to accept less than the amount you owe to settle the debt, either in one
large payment or a series of small ones. While this arbitrary tactic may boost American Expresses profits
for a short while, what it will ultimately do is cause consumers to use credit less, especially if other credit
card issuers do that same. However, it's good to see that consumers are finally winning some ground
when it comes to credit card companies. NOTE: Stipulated court orders are for settlement purposes only
and do not necessarily constitute an admission by the defendants of a law violation. They even filed civil
action naming American Express Centurion Bank as the plaintiff, when in fact AMEX is a third party to the
suit by law. Perhaps some public transparency on exactly who the FTC is investigating would help
consumers to know that something is in fact being done about abusive collectors and the collection
industry in general. The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, which started exploring ways to revamp
debt-collection practices last year, is aiming to issue new rules to reform the industry in the next few
months. Of course the lack of arbitration will most likely result in new hidden fees and other ways of
boosting the banks profit margin.
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