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Let's say your original debt was a defaulted credit card debt and you stopped making payments in January
of 2005. In June of 2005 - 180 days later - the credit card company assigns your defaulted account to a
collection agency and updates your credit report to reflect that the debt you owe was charged off. The
date of first delinquency is the date that your payments to the original creditor were first classified as
late. Now you have both the original creditor's derogatory entry and one from a collection agency. Under
the FDCPA, you have the right to tell a collection agency employee to stop contacting you. Although most
bill collectors are careful to follow the law when contacting you, some are not. These are two totally
different time frames. They did this for two reasons. You can sue the collector in federal or state court for
damages. The debt collector could sue you and win a judgment that will cost you more time and money.
If a debt collector that works for a collection agency breaks the law, you can take steps to make sure it
doesn't happen again.

Although no time limit is specified for them to validate, they cannot continue collecting until they provide
such information. 4) If an attorney debt collector has had no prior communications with a consumer
before serving a summons or other court document on the consumer, that document would constitute the
"initial communication" with the consumer if it conveys information regarding a debt. This false
information violates the FCRA. I was so afraid I could lose my job because of a caller who called my job
number 4 hours straight back to back. We not only help you consolidate your debt, but reduce the number
of collection calls you receive by acting as a mediary. If they can’t validate the debt, the credit bureau
cannot list it as a negative mark on your credit report. If the collection is listed on your credit report, you
can also request a pay for delete, which gets the item removed from your report once you pay off what
you owe.

Choosing Good What Is Considered Harassment By A Debt Collector

You may be unaware of the collection measures you are legally allowed to utilize. The agency is not
allowed to say if the consumer owes a debt. When confronted with that statement on the tape recording,
Blalock says, "We didn't say the house, we said the deed to the house." Oh, I guess that's different. So
how does that explain Blalock's statement in a recorded conversation that "they attach assets" and they
can "take any money that you put into a bank account"? How does that explain the statement by
Blalock's colleague Tracy Mize, which my wife testified to in a deposition, that Ingram could "sell our
house on the courthouse steps"? So Blalock's affidavit indicates she didn't threaten our property, but the
tape recording has her admitting that they threatened to sell the deed to our house on the courthouse
steps. Evidence we've seen in our lawsuit indicates that they are not true. But the recorded conversation
they had with me indicates they spoke at length with my wife.

Warning: These Nine Mistakes W ill Destroy Your Fair Debt Collection Practices Act

Jay Inslee signed a law that reduces the maximum interest rate on medical debt prior to a court judgment
from 12% to 9%. It also prohibits sending a medical debt to collections until 120 days after the patient is
sent the initial bill, and it requires collection agencies to provide itemized statements to patients for
medical and hospital debts and to notify them of their possible eligibility for charity care. Unless the
Consumer gives prior written consent or the Creditor has secured the permission of a “court of competent
jurisdiction” (generally our Courts of Common Pleas), there may be no communication with the Consumer
in regard to the collection of the debt at a time or place inconvenient to the Consumer. Most businesses
are contracting out this function as the option gives you value. The other option that you can use is
cumbersome, expensive and also exposes you to a lot of risk which has nothing to do with your core
business. We can now focus on the illegal practices of “Creditors” and the definition of “unfair or
deceptive acts or practices” under the Pennsylvania law.

If this information isn’t provided during the initial contact, the debt collector must provide you with a
written notice within five days. Any business that wishes to collect debt in New York City must first
obtain a license from the NYC Department of Consumer Affairs known as the Debt Collection Agency
License. Can the State of Maine suspend or revoke my debt collection license? Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act - (amendment to sections 801 and 802 added in 2006) fair treatment by debt collectors. The
first are debt collectors who are trying to do the right thing and collect money that people owe on some
sort of debt. The second category of debt collectors is those collectors who are trying to collect debts
that are owed and do not always follow the law. The "debt collector" is someone other than the creditor
who attempts to collect the debt for the creditor. However, if you don’t receive the letter and the collector



also told you that you are going to be arrested or they contact your neighbors, then you have a strong
case and should consider pursuing it. This is essentially a dispute letter that prompts the bill collector to
send you proof of debt in the form of a complete payment history, a copy of the initial loan agreement or
credit card application, and proof that the company contacting you actually owns the debt or has been
assigned the debt.

Say you’re applying for two credit cards at the same time and you are planning to apply for a car loan
next month, what you’re doing hurts your credit score and your financial stability. Filing for Chapter 7 or
Chapter 13 bankruptcy may also be something you’re considering, which would put an end to debt
collectors harassing you. The company’s harassing methods included sending a fax to her employer, and
calling her on the phone several times a day. However, even if you are already in financial hardship,
avoiding these mistakes could be a key to survive your debt and keep the harassing debt collectors away.
Exempt income is always protected from debt collection, even if there is a judgment. Be careful:
sometimes a debt collector will file a “Motion for Summary Judgment,” depending on what you put in your
answer that you file with the court. If so, by filing an answer with the court that includes a denial of the
account stated allegations.

The purpose of this specific regulation is to give protection to debtors. Generally speaking, harassment is
described as any repeated or uninvited contact that serves no useful purpose beyond creating alarm, fear,
annoyance, or emotional distress in the victim. If these numbers appear on your called ID, Arstrat may be
trying to contact you to collect a debt from you. A debt collector may only contact other persons about
your debt in order to obtain contact information for you. Pursuant to Local Law No. 15, a debt collector is
prohibited from contacting a consumer to collect a time-barred debt unless the following disclosure is
included in every written communication to the consumer: “WE ARE REQUIRED BY LAW TO GIVE YOU THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATION ABOUT THIS DEBT. We handle all collection calls for you after you sign your
bankruptcy or consumer proposal paperwork. This is the easiest of the credit debt collection tactics. The
federal Consumer Financial Protection Bureau says debt collection d that almost 35% of American adults,
about 77 million people, are at some point the subject of their collection efforts. Under the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act, a debt collector cannot call a consumer directly if the consumer is represented by
an attorney.

Check to see if the statute of limitations has expired on your debt. The statute of limitations places a
time limit on how long a debt collector has to seek legal recourse against you for the debt. Using any
business name other than the true name of the debt collector’s business. We routinely train property
management staff on FDCPA compliance matters and assist clients in developing SOP’s that balance
compliance concerns, and business and operational needs. Add up all of your credit card bills and then
calculate what 2% of that balance is. Your not able to pay all 8 credit card debts today, so something has
to give. Move on to the next and pay someone else. If those rates are lowered (and fixed), would you be
able to pay that amount consistently on your fixed income? Do Not Threaten. A debt collector can explain
that a collection lawsuit will result because of the debtor’s failure to pay the bad debt, but avoid all other
threats or forms of intimidation. By law, a debt collector needs to absolutely verify the existence of a
debt, and supporting data, before it can initiative collection proceedings.

The statute of limitations is 4 years from the date of the first calls. “We have no difficulty imagining, for
example, a statute that applies the Act’s demands to anyone collecting any debts, anyone collecting
debts originated by another, or to some other class of persons still,” Gorsuch wrote. For example, if a
debt collector gestures to splash the paint at the debtor’s doorstep and causes alarm to the debtor, this
could also be classified as a threat. Send a copy of the correspondence with the collection agency and
notify them that the collection agency has not responded to requests for validation of the debt. Allow 30
days for the collection agency to respond to your dispute. Send your dispute letter certified mail and
request a return receipt. Mail the letter by certified mail with return receipt requested. Use certified mail
service to forward your dispute letter. Report your dispute to the major credit bureaus. This gives you a
higher chance to successfully dispute the report. By hiring an experienced debt collector attorney, you
have a better chance of winning the lawsuit and getting financial compensation. The law is called the
Texas Debt Collection Act and violators of this act can face criminal and civil penalties.

You want to go to the bottom of the credit report where it says “Collections Accounts.” Look over each
account and find out if the Negative Account has reported to any of the three major credit bureaus,
Equifax, Experian or Transunion. That means that if you filled out an application listing your mom as the
nearest relative not living with you, then it shouldn’t come as a surprise if the collector calls her when
they can’t find you. 2. A person trying to collect a debt communicates directly with you after notification
from an attorney representing you that all further communications relative to the debt should be
addressed to the lawyer. After the debt collector receives your letter of dispute letter, he must either
provide you with written proof of the debt or cease all communications with you. Debt collectors are
required to offer consumers “a reasonable and simple method” to opt out of communications sent to a
specific email address or phone number, the CFPB said. The collector must identify herself on the phone
as someone attempting to collect a debt, not someone with a business opportunity, for example, or a
friend. It’s preferred that you send this letter within 30 days of the Debt Collector attempting to contact
you.

Although we believe this information to be accurate as of the date of its posting, we cannot guarantee
the accuracy of the information provided. PDCs aren’t rookies to the federal-tax-debt-collection game -
they assisted the IRS in both 1996-1997 and 2006-2009. Despite warnings from the IRS and National Tax



Advocate on the unsuccessfulness of these previous IRS private debt collection program efforts - wasting
money, yielding fewer collections than expected, and contributing to inequities in the U.S. Yet the
proposed law, released on Tuesday, raises concerns for consumers and privacy advocates, given that the
update would allow debt collectors to bombard consumers with texts, emails and even private messages
on social media services such as Twitter. Even limiting debt collectors to seven calls per week could prove
to be overwhelming for some consumers, the National Consumer Law Center said. While the proposed law
would limit debt collectors to seven calls per week per debt, one consumer advocacy group said debtors
could still feel ambushed, especially when combined with texting and emailing. The calls came like
clockwork, several times a week just as the Pinkuses were heading for bed. It can also include making
phone calls without disclosing the caller's identity.

This is no time to pull into your shell. Collectors, on behalf of the creditor, must take you to court and
win before they can garnish your wages (the exception being federal debt recovery and money owed to a
credit union). Collectors, on behalf of the creditor, must take you to court first and win before any such
action can take place, with the exception of money owed to the government or to a credit union-they can
issue wage assignments, which is really just wage garnishment but without having to go through the
courts. The judgment states the amount of money you owe and allows the creditor or collector to get a
garnishment order against you, directing a third party, like your bank, to turn over funds from your
account to pay the debt. The amount of the debt. Do not let debt collection harassment force you into
wrong decisions. Passive debt buyers do not need to be licensed, but are subject to the restrictions of
the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA),as well as the debt collection regulations of the Office of
the Attorney General. The Fair Debt Collection Practices act forbids the use of violent and unjust
techniques of collecting money from borrowers.

Any way that you are able to get this debt off of your credit report and off of your back is positive, so any
of the previous methods is better than simply letting the debt get worse. What Do Debt Collectors add to
Credit Reports? One of the most common actions that a debt collector may take when you fail to pay is to
report your collection account to the three major credit bureaus. If your account is in arrears the payment
will be used to pay off those arrears. Ill. Sep. 16, 2013), a debt collector tacitly acknowledged that it was
attempting to collect an older debt in a letter which stated, “We believe most people want to do the right
thing and satisfy their past financial obligations.” But the letter went on to state that the collector had
negotiated a fantastic settlement offer which the court found could be construed as implying that there
was some legal obligation to pay the debt. Congress has never said that you should not pay me, nor has
it said that I cannot collect from you. It’s important that you don’t ignore an attempt to collect a debt.

If Debt Collector Harassment Lawsuit Is So Terrible, Why Do not Statistics Show It?

I again asked that person what company I was speaking with. Credit reports contain information as it
pertains to any financial accounts where a person owes money as part of an agreement or contract. As
the credit industry boomed, the Act has been revisited and amended to continue to protect consumer
credit reporting and other investigative reports of personal information on consumers. Be aware of your
rights under the Fair Credit Reporting Act. Just claiming you told them by phone doesn't preserve your
rights. For example if you told them to stop calling you and they refuse then you need to follow up with a
letter to the collection agency certified mail- return receipt requested putting your demand in writing. You
need hard work and negotiation skills to navigate. For example, a college student client was threatened
that shed be arrested if she did not pay a credit card debt, and another client was called 12 times in one
day at work about a debt that was 14 years old. Calling multiple times a day about a debt or contacting
you at unusual times is considered harassment. Who qualifies as a debt collector under Maine law?
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