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Furthermore, the negative feedback of the delay will not have much bearing on your credit score after two
years. Your credit score is a snapshot intime and uses only the last two years of payment history to
determine the score. You can either decide to pay it off in one lump sum, come up with a payment plan,
or even work out a settlement which could end up with you paying less than you would have had to
otherwise. If you can not do this work in three years, four up in particular situations, then you should
seriously consider bankruptcy. How can I stop being harassed? It is unfortunate that this problem can
only stop some people use debt, sodoomed to be servants of the financial creditors in the coming
decades. Fortunately, credit counselors can be of help when you have trouble navigating the depths of
debt yourself. These companies can not provide legal advice or assistance to the client if they have sued
and is considered an unauthorized practice of law and this is what I intend for them to know that you will
be creating an error. They can call neighbors and employers, only to obtain contact information and that
is it.

Do not use a postcard or otherwise reveal the activity of debt collection. Actions such as unnecessary
calls to third parties, multiple contacts with the consumer, abusive conduct, the threat or use of violence
including an implied threat, or even "publication of a list of consumers who allegedly refuse to pay debts"
are all prohibited actions. Because these practices do happen, it's important to keep a log as soon as a
debt collector contacts you. ¢ Request from the collector a data regarding the debt. Plus, you may report
about this collector to Federal Trade Commission or the office of attorney general of the states where you
live and where the debt collector is located. That means if your kid picks up the phone, the debt collector
shouldn't mention your debt. “"Attempting to knowingly collect a debt from the wrong consumer is not only
problematic from a legal perspective, it is also economically inefficient for the debt collector - it is a
waste of time and resources, leads to complaints that must be resolved, and could quite possibly lead to
expensive litigation,” she wrote in a statement to NBC News. Although individuals can contest the debt
after the 30-day contact mark, the debt collection agency is still allowed to seek payment.

“Debt buyers purchase these debts with all the rights, title and interest of the assignor to the
indebtedness and therefore have the same rights as the assignor to pursue the debt,” the debt buyers
industry group DBA International stated in a paper filed with federal regulators. Most people assume that
junk debt buyers and collection agencies collect a high percentage of the accounts that they service. For
example, there are no debtor's prisons in America, and people don't go to jail for not paying a credit card
bill. If a single person dies with credit card debt, the credit card company must obtain payments through
the estate and cannot pursue the matter further if there are insufficient funds to fully repay the debt.
Request that the company investigate the debt and provide you with written validation of the debt's
accuracy. Mention the Fair Debt Collections Practices Act, and remind them that they're required by law to
stop phoning upon your request.

The FDCPA does not contain any bright-line rules setting forth the permissible number of calls a collector
can place in a day, week, month or year without violating section 1692d(5). When deciding if a collector
has violated section 1692d(5), courts consider both the volume and the pattern of the calls. There are no
hard and fast rules on how many times a collector can call a consumer, and decisions of the district courts
have been all over the map. Picking up on the FTC’s position, plaintiff’'s attorneys are now asking courts
to adopt this reasoning in their FDCPA lawsuits. Some cases appear to reflect ad hoc reasoning based
solely on number of attempts made to reach the consumer. Call volume claims are generally fact-
intensive and can be expensive to defend, and this may explain why these cases are favored by consumer
lawyers. Statutory penalties ranging from $100 to $1000 may be recovered, but only where the consumer
demonstrates the defendant “willfully and knowingly” violated the Rosenthal Act. Period. Any debt
collector who crosses the line and abuses you for the collection of a consumer debt can be sued for
damages under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA), and/or California’s Rosenthal Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act.

Under the FDCPA, you can sue the debt collector in court and recover up to $1,000 in statutory damages,
along with court costs and attorney fees. You'll never be overwhelmed by legal jargon or court procedures
that you just don't understand. ” A creditor’s violation of the discharge order can result in the bankruptcy
court holding the creditor in contempt of court, likely leading to punishment of the creditor. If you owe
the debt in question, debt collectors are likely calling you because the original creditor has hired the
collection agency to collect the money. When a defendant is represented by a good debt collection
attorney, a debt collection lawsuit is usually dismissed or settled out-of-court for a small fraction of the
original debt amount. Good news is the fact that, the majority of the debt collectors favor this type of



plan as they are engaging directly to their customer rather than to some third party. Included is your right
to dispute the debt within 30 days of receiving the notice.

A debt collect may not contact you any time they want. The definition of who is and who is not a “debt
collector” changes over time. If you're ready to change and earn more, here is another list of over 50
ways to make money on the side. Sometimes, they may be willing to accept a smaller monthly payment
over a longer period of time. Say you're applying for two credit cards at the same time and you are
planning to apply for a car loan next month, what you're doing hurts your credit score and your financial
stability. If you're lucky, the collection agency can validate the debt after receiving your written request.
A bill collector representing a collection agency can contact your employer once to obtain your
employment information. This is an inaccurate and false representation of the debt you owe and can be
used as a legal grounds to file a lawsuit against the debt collector. This is an illegal practice for
attempting to collect debt. When you send a written request to verify your debt, the collectors may not
continue to collect debt from you. But here's the thing about debt collectors: When you know what your
rights are and how to negotiate your debt, it makes the entire process a lot easier.

1. The original creditor was a credit card company. If no original creditor matches the collection agency's
tradeline on your credit report, its time to find out who the original creditor is. If you're getting debt
collection calls because you're working with a debt settlement company, know that these calls should
stop as soon as your debt settlement company has reached an agreement with your creditor. He got it.
The collection agent who answered the phone directed him to another employee at the company who was
willing to straighten out his file. It benefits them to have their negative entry hanging around on your
credit file for as long as possible. If you've been told that you were denied credit because of an
"insufficient credit file" or "no credit file" and you have accounts with creditors that don't appear in your
credit file, ask the CRA to add this information to future reports.

9 Ways To Avoid What Debt Collectors Can And Can't Do Burnout

When the debt collector first contacts you, you have important rights to notice of the debt and to dispute
the debt. "FDCPA states that debt collection agencies have to send the consumer a written notice
containing the debt amount, creditor’'s name, and a statement that unless the consumer, within 30 days
after receipt of the notice, disputes the validity of the debt, the debt will be assumed to be valid by the
debt collector”. ASIC and the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission have jointly issued a
publication on debt collection, titled Debt collection guideline: for collectors and creditors, which
discusses section 12DJ] of the ASIC Act. To encourage you to open the notice, many debt collectors use
check stock collection envelopes rather than blank envelopes, but that is perfectly legal. Even if you do
not dispute the debt, the debt collector cannot use this as evidence of an admission to owing the debt.
In the Take Action section on this page is a link to our free Cease Contact Letter that you can use.

Now they are finding increasingly personal ways to reach the millions of Americans regulators say have
been contacted by debt collectors. The economic effects of the coronavirus pandemic have made it
difficult for many Americans to pay off debt. The debtor can then pay attention to paying just one loan,
making it easier to keep track. If the collector wins a judgment, they could then get help collecting in the
form of a court order to garnish your wages, meaning money would be withdrawn directly from your
paycheck until the debt has been repaid. It might be legal for a debt buyer to charge interest on money it
never loaned to you, but the amounts they can tack on are limited and courts are increasingly forcing
them to justify their claims. If the statute of limitations passes and claims are time-barred, it doesn't
mean that old debt is out of your life for good.

You may stop a collector from contacting you by writing a letter to the agency telling them to stop. 6)
Apothaker & Associates stated that it was not a debt collector when, in fact, it clearly is. 3) Apothaker &
Associates' employee pretended to be an attorney when it was not an actual attorney. A New Jersey
woman hired the Law Office of Dimitrios Kolovos, LLC to file a lawsuit against the debt collection agency,
Collectcorp Corporation and its employee "Lynn Brochu" of Phoenix, Arizona. A Pennsylvania woman hired
the Law Office of Dimitrios Kolovos, LLC to file a lawsuit against the debt collection law firm, Apothaker &
Associates, P.C., and several of its employees. A New Jersey woman hired the Law Office of Dimitrios
Kolovos, LLC to file a lawsuit on her behalf against the debt collection law firm, Hayt, Hayt & Landau, LLC
and its junk debt “client,” First American Acceptance Co., L.L.C. The first step on the road to justice is to
get professional opinions on your case. 1) Apothaker & Associates deceptively advised the consumer to
ignore a state-court lawsuit it first filed against her if she made payment arrangements on an alleged
consumer debt.

What your specific creditor will allow the debt collector they hired to do when settling or accepting
payments on the charged off account (which leads to you getting the best deal). You will not be able to
re-age the account after the credit card is charged off. If you feel a debt collector has used your credit
scores and reports in an unfair or deceptive way during a collection attempt, post about that in the
comments below and I may be able to offer feedback about how to deal with that. Collection agencies
will have no ability to change how your original creditor reports the debt to Equifax, TransUnion or
Experian. After the first communication, a collector need only disclose that they are a debt collector. 1 for
something or other but in fact is never read by anybody other than his debt collector buddies, all of whom
are known and wanted criminals. Once you know that the debt is accurate and valid, it’s time to figure
out your payment strategy. And of course, they make huge profits with little or no risk because there is
always somebody out there willing to buy those little bundles in the hopes of getting rich by making your



life miserable.

This also applies to debt collectors - who must stop calling upon request even if the consumer is still
indebted to the company - and any company that has been told that it has the wrong number. It is really
wrong to report outdated information, false information as well as debt collectors mentioning old debt as
new. Watch out for old debts. The idea is to obtain a payoff amount that wipes the entire debt out. Can
a debt collector take my stimulus check? If you believe that you are being harassed or treated unfairly by
a debt collector, there are actions you can take. There are laws that protect you as a debtor during the
various steps of the process. Another important part of the process is to send your letter via certified
mail. 3. Communicate. Avoiding a letter or call won’t make the debt disappear. Then work on a spending
plan (a budgeting guide might make it less scary). Debt Collectors Calling at Work? Under the FDCPA
debt collectors must inform you that you can dispute the debt.

Therefore, if the last payment on the debt was made in 2010, the statute of limitations on that debt in
Pennsylvania would generally be in 2014. To confirm when the last payment was made, consumers can
check their credit reports and financial records. Because lawsuits are a last resort, debt collectors will do
everything in their power to ensure that you pay up before the SOL arrives and the debt is no longer
enforceable. Skip-tracing is the process of tracking down debtors whose contact information is no longer
correct, i.e. they've "skipped" out on their debt. In that case, the statutes of limitations may be longer.
Once the consumer makes payments, the statute of limitations starts anew and the debt collector can file
a lawsuit to collect on it. One way is by making new payments or entering into a new agreement to make
payments after the statute of limitations has expired. 1010 Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) is
strict liability statute, and consumer need only show one violation of its provisions to establish FDCPA
claim. This is on top of about 9k in credit card debt.

The A - Z Of What Is Considered Harassment By A Debt Collector

As part of the FDCPA, you are protected from debt collection harassment. Any inaccurate representation
of your debt is considered an FDCPA violation. Calling you at inconvenient times is a FDCPA violation. If
you have experienced any of the 20 FDCPA violation above, you can stop further harassment and seek
compensatory damages from the debt collectors by suing them. Collection agencies can strike fear in
certain consumers when they are attempting to collect a debt. As you can imagine, most consumers do
not accept this slight of hand as validation. This is assuming that your request was made within 30 days
of receiving your debt validation notice. Negotiations begin about 180 days after the date of first
delinquency when the creditors move the accounts from current to non-current status. 4 Review your
current income and expenses and determine how much you can afford to pay toward any debts that are
yours. In these uncertain times, millions of Americans are suffering from overwhelming debt caused by a
loss of a job, divorce, or unexpected medical bills.
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