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From the ordinary person's viewpoint, being in debt can lead to feelings of frustration, shame, and even
desperation. And, while big business has been the beneficiary of government bailouts, tax loopholes, and
other types of largesse, ordinary people haven't been so lucky. The FDCPA does not cover debts incurred
in running a business. If you sue under the FDCPA and win, the debt collector must generally pay your
attorney’s fees and may also have to pay you damages. For example, the FDCPA allows consumers who
have been violated to recover damages of up to $1,000, plus attorney fees and court costs. Although
collection agencies can include attorney fees in the lawsuit, they may or may not be able to collect on
that debt. If a debt collector has sued you, you (or your attorney) must first file an answer to the debt
collection lawsuit to prevent the debt collector from obtaining a default judgment against you. In spite of
federal and state legislation, debt collectors continue to abuse consumers in order to unfairly pressure
them into paying debts. 1. There exists in this State a need for more stringent regulatory control over
collection agencies to ensure that they are composed only of responsible and well qualified personnel.

To control these kinds of extreme situations and to stop the debt collectors from their brutal acts, there
subsists debt collection practices which ordinates a lawful relationship between the collector and debtor
to maintain peace. Now that you have made the decision to become debt-free, I hope the tips above will
help you avoid the tricks that professional debt collectors often play. That's because the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act is designed to give consumers equal footing with debt collection agencies, and
says that, when a debt collector crosses the line into illegal behavior, the collection agency is responsible
for paying the consumer's attorney fees. 1. The collection agency the debt collector claims to work for has
a title that makes the company sound as if its affiliated with the federal government. You could be sued
by the Federal Trade Commission for violating the FDCPA, but that is unlikely. Debtors can file a
counterclaim in an eviction lawsuit in state court or even a separate lawsuit in a state or federal court to
collect damages (actual, statutory, attorney’s fees, and court costs) from a debt collector. New York State
regulations also provide debtors with additional protections such as the right to request "substantiation”
of any charged-off debt at any time during the collections process.

They Requested a hundred Specialists About What Do Debt Collectors Do. One Reply Stood Out

Contact us today to schedule a free initial consultation with our nationwide harassment attorney. Once
they receive your “cease communication” letter, the debt collector may call you to say that there will be
no further contact or to tell you that it will be taking a specific action, such as filing a lawsuit. This is a
violation of the FDCPA, as it does not matter where the debt collection agency is located when
determining the proper jurisdiction and venue to bring a lawsuit against a debtor. However, if a violation
can be shown, it may make the plaintiff more interested in a reasonable settlement. Making matters
worse, creditors can make every day a living hell, with the debt collectors they hire constantly attempting
to get paid. Don’t forget that these are paid professionals who typically get paid according to how much
they collect. For purposes of this consumer protection statute, “debt collector” means a business that
regularly collects or attempts to collect debts owed to someone else. Don't think I'm saying this because
I own such a company, but I'm telling this because it has helped many business owners of startups as
well as big companies, who don't have a separate department consisting of professional debt collectors.

Will the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) remain an important tool for fighting unfair debt
collection practices and protecting consumers from deceptive debt collectors ? Now that we have entered
into a New Year, consumer advocates have begun to look back on consumer debt in 2017 and the ways in
which consumers were harmed by unfair and deceptive debt collection practices . A collection agency may
only contact other people to find out where you live, what your phone number is, and where you work.
Within contacting you, the collection agency has a maximum of five days to notify you in writing that you
indeed owe them money. Lenders want their money back, and often turn to independent collection
agencies to put pressure on delinquent borrowers. The Association of Credit and Collection Professionals,
otherwise known as ACA International, manages a directory of members that are licensed in your state.
According to a recent report from NBC 5 Chicago , consumer credit card debt hit a new record high in
2017, and consumer debt more generally is on the rise. According to a recent report from CBS Chicago ,
such parties claiming to be debt collectors are on the rise, and they are scamming Chicago-area
residents.

Although the FDCPA does not specifically say how many times collectors can call, the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) has published their interpretation of the FDCPA. The voicemail may also contain the
following: (5) a salutation; (6) date and time of message; (7) suggested dates and times to reply; and



(8) a statement that the consumer may speak to any of the business's representatives or associates.
William is a law clerk with Slovin & Associates Co., L.P.A. If a person has declared himself bankrupt, all
debts written off automatically, because it is written in the law that every time someone declared broken
free from all forms of debt. This ensures that consumer debts are reported accurately and fairly. Debt
collectors are subject to Australian Consumer Law. But, with the growing popularity of text messaging
(SMS), debt collectors also stepped up to stay in trend. It's a given that a con artist won't give you his
real name but, if money is on the line, he may be dumb enough to give you his actual telephone number
or address. We have found that you cannot rely on obtaining records from your phone carrier to document
the calls as some inbound calls will not be documented if the call was terminated prior to connection or if
the call was from a toll free number.

High 10 Debt Collector Harassment Lawsuit Accounts To Comply with On Twitter

To control these kinds of extreme situations and to stop the debt collectors from their brutal acts, there
subsists debt collection practices which ordinates a lawful relationship between the collector and debtor
to maintain peace. Now that you have made the decision to become debt-free, I hope the tips above will
help you avoid the tricks that professional debt collectors often play. That's because the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act is designed to give consumers equal footing with debt collection agencies, and
says that, when a debt collector crosses the line into illegal behavior, the collection agency is responsible
for paying the consumer's attorney fees. 1. The collection agency the debt collector claims to work for has
a title that makes the company sound as if its affiliated with the federal government. You could be sued
by the Federal Trade Commission for violating the FDCPA, but that is unlikely. Debtors can file a
counterclaim in an eviction lawsuit in state court or even a separate lawsuit in a state or federal court to
collect damages (actual, statutory, attorney’s fees, and court costs) from a debt collector. New York State
regulations also provide debtors with additional protections such as the right to request "substantiation"
of any charged-off debt at any time during the collections process.

They Asked a hundred Specialists About What Do Debt Collectors Do. One Reply Stood Out

Do not give your name, or your address, or your date of birth or any part of your Social Security number or
what city you live in or your favorite food or anything. Give them the number they keep calling. Be sure to
keep a copy of the letter. If you send the letter within 30 days of getting the validation notice, the
collector has to send you written verification of the debt - like a copy of a bill that you supposedly owe -
before it can start trying to collect the debt again. In 1977, Congress passed the Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act to help you know when a debt collector has crossed the line. However, you should not have
to tolerate practices that are meant to intimidate you into paying immediately. I have no affiliation with
Capital Reassurance and my name is Kate, not Caitlyn. The fact that your name is Kate, and not Caitlyn,
doesn’t have me overflowing with confidence that this is an issue you can absolutely ignore. Have you
heard of this message before? The message is always that it’s Capital Reassurance and they need a
statement from me.

7. Do not discuss the debtor's matter with anyone other than the debtor unless otherwise authorized by
the debtor in writing. 6. Do not continue to verbally contact the debtor after the debtor has requested
that you stop further communication or the debtor has stated in writing that he or she refuses to pay the
debt. Another way to stop debt collectors from calling your family is by sending them a cease and desist
letter. Even if you provide instructions in writing, there is no guarantee they will stop causing
harassment. Over the past year, ProPublica has investigated a little-known but pervasive shift in the way
debt is collected in America: Companies now routinely use the courts to pursue millions of people over
even small consumer debts. MSD is far from the only company flooding St. Louis courts with lawsuits over
small debts. In a 2019 report on the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA)-the federal law that
regulates collection activities-the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection (BCFP) and Fair Trade
Commission (FTC) broke down more than 81,000 complaints submitted by consumers over the previous
year. Both will use similar lines and may even cite to the applicable law, such as the FDCPA.

Cal. 2007) (court found harassment where 54 calls to debtor’'s work and 24 messages left there). All court
summonses are managed and modified based on their docket number. While the number of calls made
during the relevant time period does seem somewhat high, Defendant only left a total of six messages,
made no more than seven calls in a single day, and did not call back the same day after leaving a
message. If you have been receiving calls after the number has been entered, the phone numbers may be
reported by Filing a Registry Complaint. The summons will direct you precisely what to do and how much
time you have to do it. Lawyers acting as debt collectors in the courthouse sometimes will try to work out
a deal with you beforehand. As a result, a lot of debt collectors had to shell out penalties amounting to
$100,000 or more. Your letter essentially just needs be dated and needs to say "I don’t owe this debt
unless you can prove it, so prove it.” To make the letter a bit more formal than that one-liner, consider
using the free template from the CFPB.

New Article Reveals The Low Down on Debt Collector Harassment Lawsuit And Why You Must Take Action
Today

If debt payments are putting pressure on your budget, you may need to use your credit card to buy
necessities, perpetuating the cycle of debt. You may not qualify for some mortgage programs if your
debt-to-income ratio exceeds 43 percent. While there's no set standard on what is considered too high for
a credit utilization ratio, many financial experts say you should aim for 30 percent or below. There is a



difference between using more than 30 percent of your available credit and paying it off before the end of
your statement period, and regularly having a credit utilization over 30 percent. Credit card debt is on the
rise. The debt collection agency is demanding the complete payment of the debt, but is offering them the
option of disputing the debt in a letter (which the consumer has a legal right to do). While a debt
collector can’t sue you for a time-barred debt, they can still make an attempt to collect a debt. Tip: Be
aware that time-barred debt may still affect your credit report.

The Law Office of Dimitrios Kolovos, LLC filed a lawsuit on behalf of a New Jersey consumer against Afni,
Inc., a debt collector based in Bloomington, Illinois alleging that it violated the Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act (FDCPA). At this time, “"No court has found Afni, Inc. responsible for violating the consumer’s
rights pending the outcome of the litigation,” Mullaney said. Vengroff Williams Inc. - This agency focuses
on four specific collection areas: credit to cash, subrogation, revenue cycle management and collections
business process outsourcing. However, debt collection agencies are known to have summoned debtors to
court and garnish wages after a default judgement. If you want to have some fun, key the words "NCO
fraud" or "NCO scam" into Google. Claims under the FDCPA have to be filed within one year from when
the illegal conduct occurred-not when you learned about it, and you don’t want to run out of time. NAF
and its cronies in the debt-collection industry have tentacles that can reach consumers all over the
country. However, if you have questions, you can still send a verification letter even after the thirty-day
period has passed. The firm is led by a woman named Angie Ingram, and I have tape-recorded evidence
that shows in stark detail how her outfit conducts business in an unlawful and sleazy manner.

No one likes to send out collection letters, of course, especially to people who are customers or clients of
your business and who you may want to do business with in the future. Some companies take it one step
further, trying to squeeze money out of relatives or friends, even though they have no legal obligation to
repay the debts of the person who's died. An auto loan default can have a major impact on your credit
score. In majority of the cases effects of being in auto loan default when the lender has notified the
borrower that they are terminating the loan agreement because of non-payment. An auto loan default
also makes it difficult to secure financing for other new or pre-owned vehicles. What can happen next is a
default wherein a person can get majorly fall into the hands of the collection agency harassment cell.
State legislation that prohibits validation notices in court documents also does not stand as an obstacle
to the promotion of "consistent State action to protect consumers against debt collection abuses."
Consumers will receive their validation notices in jurisdictions that prohibit validation notices in court
documents as well as in jurisdictions that permit the practice.

Are you being contacted by collection agencies seeking payment on the money they are owed? If you are
dealing with debt collection agents, it is important that you know how to handle the situation
appropriately, so as to protect your rights and stay on the correct side of the law. Without the proper
response, the situation will get worse as the collector will try more drastic measures to get their money.
If that doesn’t get them to back off, you may want to use the assistance of experienced professionals
that know exactly what to do in these situations. Take a little time to review how these laws work in your
favor and let your creditor know that you know. The best way to protect your account from creditors is to
pay all debts on time. Sometimes, debt collectors resurrect old debts and try to make extra money. Then
you can also arrange with creditors to restructure or rearrange debts. The Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau and FTC enforces this law but you can also file a lawsuit privately. Once you’ve agreed to an
arrangement with a debt collector and you’ve paid off the old debt, ask the debt collector to remove
negative items from your personal credit file.

Fear is a strong motivator and we don’t know the things we don’t know! I just don't know how effective
this is. Once you know who (or what) is attempting to collect your debt, it is essential to know what kind
of debt the collector is attempting to collect. Third-party debt buyer (which can include debt collection
agencies) that has purchased your debt from a creditor and is attempting to recoup some of the money
owed. One way of looking at it is like this: Suppose you borrowed $50.00 from your best friend Lisa, then
her friend Brian came up to you and said he bought your debt from Lisa and you now owe him the money
you once owed to Lisa. The debt validation process can be found in Section 803 of the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act (FDCPA). There are significant penalties under the Act for violations; see section
1692k. A creditor who keeps harrassing a debtor when there is no debt due should be reported to the
Federal Trade Commission and the state Attorney General Consumer Affairs, as well as the Better
Business Association. If there was a bona fide dispute as to the amount due and the check was sent in
good faith (questions of fact), a creditor who cashes the check has settled the debt.
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