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Don Siegelman and former HealthSouth CEO Richard Scrushy, forcing both men to be wrongfully
imprisoned for roughly six years each. Oh, and this is the same court that cheated former Alabama Gov.
This is the same court that already has cheated us on a variety of issues -- employment discrimination
and First Amendment violations, wrongful foreclosure, unlawful sheriff'a sale of the full ownership rights
to our house, violations of the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA). Select a collection agency is
perhaps the most important and difficult task. No consumer collection agency shall: (1) Furnish legal
advice or perform legal services or represent that it is competent to do so, or institute judicial
proceedings on behalf of others; (2) communicate with consumer debtors or property tax debtors in the
name of an attorney or upon the stationery of an attorney, or prepare any forms or instruments which
only attorneys are authorized to prepare; (3) purchase or receive assignments of claims for the purpose of
collection or institute suit thereon in any court; (4) assume authority on behalf of a creditor to employ or
terminate the services of an attorney unless such creditor has authorized such agency in writing to act as
such creditor’s agent in the selection of an attorney to collect the creditor’s accounts; (5) demand or
obtain in any manner a share of the proper compensation for services performed by an attorney in
collecting a claim, whether or not such agency has previously attempted collection thereof; (6) solicit
claims for collection under an ambiguous or deceptive contract; (7) refuse to return any claim or claims
upon written request of the creditor, claimant or forwarder, which claims are not in the process of
collection after the tender of such amounts, if any, as may be due and owing to the agency; (8) advertise
or threaten to advertise for sale any claim as a means of forcing payment thereof, unless such agency is
acting as the assignee for the benefit of creditors; (9) refuse or fail to account for and remit to its clients
all money collected which is not in dispute within sixty days from the last day of the month in which said
money is collected; (10) refuse or intentionally fail to return to the creditor all valuable papers deposited
with a claim when such claim is returned; (11) refuse or fail to furnish at intervals of not less than ninety
days, upon the written request of the creditor, claimant or forwarder, a written report upon claims
received from such creditor, claimant or forwarder; (12) commingle money collected for a creditor,
claimant or forwarder with its own funds or use any part of a creditor’s, claimant’s or forwarder’s money in
the conduct of its business; (13) add any charge or fee to the amount of any claim which it receives for
collection or knowingly accept for collection any claim to which any charge or fee has already been added
to the amount of the claim unless the consumer debtor is legally liable therefor, in which case, the
collection charge or fee may not be in excess of fifteen per cent of the amount actually collected on the
debt; (14) use or attempt to use or make reference to the term “bonded by the state of Connecticut”,
“bonded” or “bonded collection agency” or any combination of such terms or words, except that the word
“bonded” may be used on the stationery of any such agency in type not larger than twelve-point; or (15)
engage in any activities prohibited by sections 36a-800 to 36a-810, inclusive.

There are no creditors in the world willing to negotiate when you are current and up to date on your
monthly minimum payments. It is quite a shame that this point alone may stop some people from using
debt settlement; thus dooming them to being financial servants to the creditors for decades to come. If
they feel you can maintain your monthly minimums than this is precisely where the creditors want to keep
you. A law firm will be strait up and tell this to you, where many shady companies will keep trying to sign
you up. Incorrect Personal Info We can also show you how to build positive new credit and what to do to
keep your score as high as possible. Now during the process of falling behind your goal is to save up as
much money as possible in the quickest possible time. The debtor could save themselves close to half of
what they currently owe and be out of debt in a few years. Saving close to half of what is currently owed
and becoming debt free in a few years will be so beneficial to your current and future financial well being.
Now the debtor will be left holding the bag having paid thousands in fees but still be stuck in debt, and
this nightmare scenario happens more than you may think.

The FDCPA allows consumers to sue debt collectors for deceptive or abusive conduct. Granted, risks are
an inherent part of this industry, and some methods are riskier than others, but consumers deserve to
know just what they're up against with certain debt avoidance tactics. If you want to get technical (and I
really, really do) those who are put in jail for nonpayment aren't arrested because they did not pay a
collection agency. The theory here is that, since the company still has a collection method at its disposal,
your Cease and Desist letter won't trigger a lawsuit. Easter Bunny and staffed with gnomes), the
company will acknowledge your partial Cease and Desist as a full Cease and Desist and stop all contact -
placing you at the same risk of a lawsuit you would have incurred by sending the full cease
communication order. Usually, if the only violation is not sending a letter, I tell potential clients to just
document it and move on.



They want to get paid and they are a real company, so why would they hide their name? If someone calls
us and will only send us emails or faxes, then they’re not part of a real company. It is also illegal for a
collection agency to continue to phone someone after that person has told the agency that they have the
wrong individual, unless the agency has found evidence that they do indeed have the right person.
However, they turn out to be people who are making threatening phone calls on a prepaid cell phone, and
not a legitimate collection company. If you answered yes to these questions, call the debt collector and
work it out. In any case, you are protected from harassing debt collector calls by both the bankruptcy
code and the FDCPA. But if it is a legitimate company who is harassing you, then we sue them. Lots of
“legitimate” companies out there that are real businesses that are really harassing consumers.

Or will they? They might if you’re fully aware of and act on your rights as a consumer. Katherine Temple
form the Consumer Action Law Centre. Primarily, it is imperative for debtors to get the collection action in
writing. For debtors in the unfortunate position of having debts in collections, it is essential to
understand their rights and be aware of collectors can and cannot do - as well as the consequences of
having debts in the collection process. Consumers have the right to know the information documented in
their credit report, as well as its source. The amount should include any extra charges that might have
been incurred during the process of repayment. The amount indicated should be the correct amount that
is due and should not include any extra charges outside the agreement. Rates are negotiable. There
aren't any upfront fees, nor additional charges for older accounts. Understand the conditions of the debt:
Before drafting a debt letter, you should evaluate the fees, tax surcharges and any interest rates that
have been agreed upon.

The list above is not all the numbers that Tucker, Albin & Associates uses. If a debt collector is harassing
you, lies to you, uses obscene language, threatens you, or abuses you physically or verbally, there are
legal actions you can take. An advantage to small claims court is that you can file and argue your case
without an attorney. However, the advantage of contacting Lowell Group via email is that email gives you
a record of what was said in case you need to refer back to that at a later date. You can make payment
to Lowell Group in a number of ways and how you make the payment will depend whether you are making
a one-off payment or regular payments as part of a payment plan. You can even stop communication
altogether and cut all ties to your debt collector. If the debt collector wins the lawsuit, the court will
place a judgment against you, basically acknowledging that you have a legal obligation to pay back the
debt. There are consumer protections in place that limit how much money a debt collector can take from
your account. One of the quickest ways that you can verify the legitimacy of an issued court summons is
to visit the court directly.

Last year, Turner was taking home about $740 every two weeks from her job with the state when the
garnishment hit. If the collector still doesn’t answer the first question (again, they’re not required to
answer it), ask about the date of the last payment. In Dworkin v. First National Bank of Fairbanks57 we
considered whether an action to foreclose a mortgage was governed by a ten-year statute of limitations
for actions to enforce real property liens or instead by the six-year statute of limitations for actions to
collect the underlying debt. Some financial innovators decided that there may be some profit in buying up
delinquent accounts and attempting to collect a small portion of the amount due. When creditors do not
receive payment over a period of time, at least 90 days in most cases, they often hire another company
to chase the past due amount. The violation at issue here is the debt collector's failure to include the full
amount due in the initial communication to the debtor or within five days of it.102 The Act provides that
it is the “debt collector” who “shall” provide this information.103 It is undisputed that this information
was not provided. ’ “115 At issue in Bachmeier were two statutory amendments, the most recent of which
expanded the UTPA's definition of “goods or services” to include “goods or services provided in connection
with 

Ten Simple Facts About Fair Debt Collection Practices Act Explained

Identify themselves: Agencies must tell you that they are a debt collector and that any information they
obtain may be used to help them collect on the debt. Remember: It’s crucial that you never disclose
information to someone calling or messaging to collect immediate payment. Though you should not
simply pay outright before examining a collection agency’s claims, it’s also important not to ignore the
matter. That’s why you should never just outright pay a collection agency on the first call. The first step
in protecting yourself against overreach by collection agencies is to know and understand your rights. If a
debt collector is calling or writing you about a debt that you don't owe, the first thing you should do is
tell them very clearly that they have the wrong person and that this is someone else's debt. But if you're
getting calls or letters from a collector for someone else's debt, you probably don't care why it's
happening, you just want the collection attempts to stop.

United Collection Bureau is a debt collection company, and like many debt collectors they can easily
become aggressive when trying to contact consumers and collect payments. A central concern of the FTC
is the arbitration and litigation process involving debt collectors and consumers. And it would allow
consumers to opt out of being contacted through these means. Yes. If you do not receive any customer
chargebacks or customer complaints which might result in Paypal taking money out of your PayPal
account, all of your money will be there after 180 days. However, PayPal cannot say, "We are taking your
money and not giving it back." They give other seemingly legitimate reasons. 3) The majority of persons
who fax PayPal information remain with limited PayPal accounts to this day. They may even obtain the
last four digits of your Social Security number and/or your banking information to empty your accounts or
open new credit cards in your name.



Any legitimate charges must appear in the original contract agreement signed by the consumer. As phone
communications and notices sent via telegram are common practices within the debt collection industry,
not informing consumers of related charges, such as charges from collect telephone calls and telegram
fees is a violation of a consumer’s rights. In spite of the property’s role as collateral within a mortgage
contract, creditors have no rights of possession outside of court-ordered rulings. However, your state may
have a law that applies to in-house debt collectors. Creditors may contact a third party more than once in
cases where the creditor suspects the person provided incomplete information and may have more
information in the future. So a creditor or agency can include all the required information in a notice and
still be violating the law if they misrepresent the parties involved. Under the law, a consumer has the
right to file suit against a creditor or debt collection agency suspected of violating any of the guidelines
contained within the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act. Consumers have the right to dictate how a
payment will be applied once it’s received by a creditor or debt collector.

“I just want to do everything that I can to make sure that my kids don’t go through as much as I went
through,” she said. Much like spam calls, you hold the right and power to opt-out of debt collection calls.
If the debt collectors already have your phone number, then they’re not allowed to contact your family
members at all, regardless of their age or how much debt you owe. Ask whether additional fees would be
assessed for these changes, and calculate how much they total in the long run. 100% Free Legal
Assistance: Harassing Debt Collectors must pay our fees in FDCPA claims. Negotiating with your creditors
early can save you real money by avoiding late and other penalty fees. Debtors collecting pension or
federal benefits who own no real property may not be able to pay the debt or have any garnishable wages
to apply to a judgment and therefore are likely not to be sued. They just keep calling you all the time
with their real phone numbers. Debt collectors must abide by this request, because calling you again
would be a violation of the law. This means that all you have to do to stop collectors from calling you at
work is to tell them that you are not allowed to take personal calls at work and that calling you at work is
an inconvenience.

They will announce, “‘Hey, look, we’ve got this debt,’” says Foehl. Then there’s the Fair Credit Reporting
Act, a federal law that says many things, but one of them is this: “most negative items on your credit
reports must be removed after seven years”. The debt buyer may have reported non payment of the
discharged debt to the credit reporting agencies, compounding the problem. It may save you a lot of
money and possibly allow you to forgoe paying off your entire debt or a portion of your debt. Plans to
Change the Scope of Student Loan Servicing If the DOE no longer plans to rely on private debt collection
companies to recoup money owed by student debtors, what does it plan to do instead? What should you
do if you receive phone calls or other forms of contact from debt collectors that are illegal under the Fair
Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA)? The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act or FDCPA provides some
guidelines that shouldregulate practices related to loan recovery.

But if you don’t get that promise in writing, they’ll take everything and leave you with no money to pay
your other bills. • Do not divulge unnecessary date just like income, name of the company you are
working and other bills. A debt collector is not allowed to contact you whenever they feel like it. In fact,
the things they do can often feel like harassment, especially if you have never dealt with a similar
situation before. Negotiating debt on your own, or even just calling a collector, can be intimidating.
Document everything. If a debt collector continues to contact your family members, friends or neighbors
even after you instructed them not to, keep a log of everything to potentially build a legal case against
them. Keep your contact with debt collectors to a minimum. Debt collectors don’t care about you or your
situation. The bad news is you don’t have unlimited options. This guide saves you a boatload of
time/effort in discovering your options. Launched in 2012, the database lists the thousands of complaints
that consumers submit each month to the nation’s chief watchdog for consumers in the financial
marketplace, providing a valuable picture in near real-time of problems as they develop, either with
specific companies or with the market as a whole.

Unbiased Article Reveals 7 New Things About Debt Collector Harassment Lawsuit That Nobody Is Talking
About

As part of the FDCPA, you are protected from debt collection harassment. Any inaccurate representation
of your debt is considered an FDCPA violation. Calling you at inconvenient times is a FDCPA violation. If
you have experienced any of the 20 FDCPA violation above, you can stop further harassment and seek
compensatory damages from the debt collectors by suing them. Collection agencies can strike fear in
certain consumers when they are attempting to collect a debt. As you can imagine, most consumers do
not accept this slight of hand as validation. This is assuming that your request was made within 30 days
of receiving your debt validation notice. Negotiations begin about 180 days after the date of first
delinquency when the creditors move the accounts from current to non-current status. 4 Review your
current income and expenses and determine how much you can afford to pay toward any debts that are
yours. In these uncertain times, millions of Americans are suffering from overwhelming debt caused by a
loss of a job, divorce, or unexpected medical bills.
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