Kathy Thiessen
1906 N. Derbyshire Ln. Arlington Heights, IL 60004
(847)-394-2415
kthiessen@sbcglobal.net

EXPERIENCE												
CAbi Independent Fashion Consultant						           October 2011 - Present
· Responsible for scheduling and organizing fashion trunk shows.
· Provides exceptional customer service to clients with fashion and wardrobe needs.
· Inventory management.

Substitute Teaching								      September 2011 – Present
· Substitute teacher for Community Consolidated School District 21

PTO Secretary/Fundraising 							            Arlington Heights, IL
· Responsible for agendas and minutes for monthly PTO Meetings. 		 September 2010 – May 2012
· Responsible for collecting donations from local businesses to support annual Bingo Night at Elementary School.
	
Sears Holdings Corporation								 Hoffman Estates, IL
Associate Buyer – Girls 4-6x Dresses, Sets and Separates		                              November 2001 – April 2005
· Responsible for Co-ownership of $80M in the kids apparel division.
· Assisted in product assortment and visual presentation.
· Worked with the planning team on managing inventory, flow of receipts and markdown strategies.
· Built vendor partnerships by identifying margin building opportunities and negotiating assortments.
· Developed promotional strategies.
· Worked with the design and sourcing team for private label to achieve the best cost and product.
· Managed seasonal buys through analyzing and forecasting. 

Associate Buyer – Boys Suits 4-7 and 8-20		 			       November 2000 – November 2001
· Responsible for $40M fashion and basic suits for boys 4-7 and 8-20.
· Worked closely with vendors to ensure product availability and delivery dates for all merchandise.
· Managed product assortments by market clusters with planning team and vendors based on historical trends.
· Generated weekly financial reports.

Lord & Taylor Department Store							         Northbrook, IL
Area Sales Manager 							             March 1997 – November 2000
· Responsible for multi million dollar volume departments and the supervision of 16 + associates.
· Organized merchandise presentation through monthly guidelines.
· Inventory management.
· Provided training and development of associates and executive trainee’s and interviewed potential employees.
· Excellent customer service, time management and organizational skills.

Foley’s Department Store								             Boulder, CO
Area Sales Manager								    August 1994 – March 1997

YMCA of the Rockies Conference Center						        Estes Park, CO
Recreational Supervisor and Leader						       May 1993 – August 1994
· Responsible for supervising all recreational facilities.
· Planning and instruction recreational programs for families and guests.
· Lifeguarding

EDUCATION												        Northern Michigan University							                       Marquette, MI  Bachelor of Science 								                       December 1992
· Concentration: Fashion Merchandising
· Minor: Public Relations
· Membership: Alpha Xi Delta, Social Sorority

INTERESTS												

· My family, running, reading, traveling
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