Jacqueline L. Rickards
(215) 264-6451







     5900 Patterson Ave. Apt 17
jaxrickards@gmail.com






  Richmond, VA 23226
Seeking Role In:

Project Coordination
Compassionate, Sincere, and Effective Management Professional with extensive experience as a Project Manager, Regional Projects Planner II, and Environmental Policy Intern. Multifaceted professional actively seeking a challenging role in Project Coordination, ideally with a dynamic and progressive industry forerunner. A resourceful leader with a verifiable record of efficiently delivering work results that was eventually used as a template for Virginia Coastal Planning District Commissions to follow as they write their final deliverables. Diligent candidate with a record of successfully establishing a uniform method for valuing and reporting conservation easements that lowered the Composite Index Score for all counties across the Middle Peninsula that resulted in the Middle Peninsula counties qualifying for more state assistance for education. Accomplished and thorough leader was identified and recognized as a rare example of an individual that successfully followed Final Product Guidance strictly enforced by the Virginia Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

( Environmental Awareness Concepts

( Excellent Interpersonal & Analytical Skills

( Genuine Customer Service Skills

( Sound Judgment & Detail Oriented 

( Effective Communication Skills  

( Motivational Team Leadership
Professional Experience 

Independent Contractor







Aug 2011 – Present
Project Manager
Philadelphia, PA
· Managed various projects focusing on regional concerns and interests like land use and public policy implications of conservation easements, and community sustainability and climate change adaptation within Tidewater Virginia, which were supported by the Virginia Coastal Zone Management (CZM). 
· Assumed responsibility for writing project deliverables, like technical reports and project progress reports, and submitted them to the CZM Program for documentation.
· Developed a guidance report that assisted localities, as well as commercial property and/or private citizens with the successful execution of a shallow draft channel dredging projects (ie. federally designated channels or non-federally designated channels) in Virginia. 

· Worked closely and effectively with the PDC staff to promote and act as host for project presentations to county staff and local elected officials. 
Middle Peninsula Planning District Commission




Oct 2008 – July 2011

Regional Projects Planner II

Saluda, VA

· Oversaw completion of various projects to achieve project objectives - like the enhancement of the shellfish aquaculture industry through the development of new public policy and land use planning tools. 

· Evaluated and analyzed documents and regulatory requirements to ensure Middle Peninsula localities maximize their fiscal benefits from conservation easements.  Through partnering with stakeholder policy recommendations were developed and implemented. 
· Gathered relevant data to analyze and access the ecologic and economic losses due to sea level rise using ArcGIS software.

· Provided professional support and technical assistance to constituents, community groups, and local elected officials regarding the process and flow of regional projects.
· Organized and coordinated meetings and conferences of the Middle Peninsula Chesapeake Bay Public Access Authority (PAA) which was a single purpose enabling body for water public access. 
· Led reviews of technical studies that focused on coastal policy, coastal marine spacial planning, and land management, supporting the information needs of the PAA.
· Updated the Accessing the Virginia Coast website (http://www.virginiacoastalaccess.net/) and published PAA yearly newsletters to reach constituents living in Tidewater Virginia.
· Assisted localities in understanding their role in the development of pollution allocations for the Total Maximum Daily Load Program.
· Worked with the US Army Corps of Engineers and Virginia Institute of Marine Science in developing a regional shallow water dredging and sediment management master plan.
· Developed diagrams to assist local elected officials and the public in understanding complex and technical scientific, land use, and regulatory concepts.
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality




Nov 2007 – June 2008
Environmental Policy Intern

Richmond, VA

· Directed interviews for a Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program grant, considering the regional socio-economic viability of shellfish aquaculture on the Eastern Shore of Virginia.
· Conducted research, collecting, handling, and analyzing qualitative and quantitative data, on alternative wastewater treatment systems.

· Evaluated the economic implications of requiring an alternative use assessment for new National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit program participants on the Eastern Shore of Virginia.

· Participated on the York River Use Conflict Committee to identify user conflicts on the York River and develop public policy and recommendations to improve the management of these conflicts.
· Demonstrated proven problem-solving abilities in resolving varied environmental issues; continually sought opportunities for personal and professional growth and development.

Education & Technical Skills

Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA, 2009
Masters of Science in Environmental Studies
Thesis Title: Social Perceptions of Shellfish Aquaculture within the Northern Neck, 
Middle Peninsula & the Eastern Shore Regions of Virginia

University of Maine, Orono, ME, 2004

Bachelor of Science in Biology, Minor in Studio Art

Microsoft Office Suite ( ArcGIS 9.0 ( Adobe InDesign C5.5 
Adobe Photoshop CS5 ( Qwizdom Activepoint
Member of The Coastal Society, 2011-2012
Conferences & Workshops Presented: Mid-Atlantic Marine Educators Association/Virginia Environmental Education Conference (Williamsburg, VA), Presented – Middle Peninsula Case Study: Climate Change, Sea Level Rise and their Impacts (Oct 2011) ( Virginia Association of Accessing Officers Educational Seminar (Charlottesville, VA), Presented – Conservation Easements: Fiscal Impacts to Localities in the Middle Peninsula (July 2011) ( Virginia Land Conservation 2011: Conserving Our Common Wealth (Charlottesville, VA), Presented – Conservation Easements: Fiscal Impacts to Localities in the Middle Peninsula (June 2011) ( The Impacts of Climate Change on Water Resources: Mitigation and Adaptation at the Local Level (Staunton, VA), Presented - Middle Peninsula Planning District Commission: Climate Change Initiative – Identifying Impacts and Working with Stakeholders (Oct 2010) ( Mid-Atlantic Regional Water Resource Research Conference (Shepherdsville, WV), Presented – Socio-economics of  future water resource needs; a case study of the Hampton Road Region of Virginia (2008) ( 3rd Annual Commonwealth of Virginia Energy Symposium (Richmond, VA), Presented –  An energy Cost Comparison: Desalination vs. Water Reuse (2008)

Research & Publications: Appalachian Woodlands and Sportsmen’s Review Newsletter, Impact on your county’s budget of Conservation Easements (Feb 2011) ( Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program Grant, Regional Socio-Economic Viability Assessment of Shellfish Aquaculture (2008)

Professional Development Courses: ArcGIS Desktop I (Getting Started with GIS ESRI, Washington, 
DC, 2010) ( Workshop on Climate Change Adaptation: Planning for North Carolina’s Future – 
Ask the Climate Question, North Carolina Interagency Leadership Team (Raleigh, NC)

Honors & Achievements: Mount Allison University Leadership Award (2004) ( University of Maine Scholar Athlete Award (2003) ( University of Maine Varsity Women’s Soccer Team (2000 – 2004) ( Local Government Adviser for the Chesapeake Bay Commission & Chesapeake Conservancy publication titled, Conserving Chesapeake Landscapes: Protecting our Investments, Securing Future Progress (2010)  

Volunteer Work Experience: Steering Committee (Transition Richmond, 2010) ( Fundraising Committee (Non-profit Agency, 2008) ( Fish Survey Interviewer (2007) 
References Gladly Provided Upon Request
