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	Catherine J. Parnell


9316 W. 107th Mews • Westminster, CO  80021 • PH: 720-724-1363 • cparn777@gmail.com
Educator – Program Manager - History Enthusiast
“Everything is the way it is due to something in the past”
Highly dedicated educator with 8+ years of experience in creating dynamic, creative and innovative curriculum for all learning styles and abilities.  Passionate about finding new ways to present historical information that relates to current world conditions.  Easily adapts to changing conditions within fast-paced environments.  Driven to pass on personal love of history, art and the human condition as expressed in a variety of media.
CORE STRENGTHS
	· Dynamic presentation skills
· Program / lesson plan creation

· Progress reporting

· Event organization

· Meeting preparation
· Customer service

· Report creation
	· Engaging teaching methods
· Service to diverse learning styles

· Work with various age groups

· Group facilitation
· Problem resolution

· Mediation / conflict resolution 

· Time management
	· Inspires love of history 

· Creative and innovative

· Highly organized and detailed
· Excellent communication skills

· Positive, friendly attitude

· Comfortable in stressful situations

· Able to multi-task effectively


Languages: Bilingual in Spanish/ English 

Technology: Windows XP, Windows 7 and Mac iOS; Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint); Smart Board Notebook; Google Docs; Live Binder; Moodle; NC Wise

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Teacher, 8th Grade American History
July 2004 – June 2013
Weddington Middle School – Weddington, NC
Developed and conducted engaging, creative lessons plans for the #3 ranked middle school in North Carolina, recognized as the #1 school within the county. 
· Successfully taught classes of 30 students, four times per day in American and North Carolina history

· Adjusted lesson plans to accommodate all students, from special needs to honors students; incorporated aspects for all of the major learning styles (visual, auditory, kinesthetic)

· Developed lesson plans with fresh content each year/ semester, including PowerPoint presentations, reenactments, puppet shows while meeting requirements from county, state and federal curriculum

· Managed the cumulative student files for home room class, consisting of their entire academic records 

· Maintained highly responsive professional communications with parents via email, phone and online portal; entered grades and other records for 120 students daily
· Organized and conducted periodic parent conferences
· Coordinated team and curriculum meetings

Key Achievements and Special Projects:

· Led a group of students on multi-day field trip to Washington, DC
· Served as chaperone on overnight field trips to historic locations within North Carolina for 9 years
· Developed lessons plans to meet objectives without the benefit of textbooks: researched material on internet and from personal library; generated worksheets; created lecture material

· Participated in the North Carolina Museum of Art’s “The Art of Collaboration” program along with teachers in math, English and science.  Throughout the 2011-12 school year, students learned art in conjunction with core curriculum, resulting in a final art piece that incorporated all 4 disciplines

Additional Activities:
Co-Leader, The National Beta Club
Fall 2012 – June 2013
 A community service organization comprised of students with significant academic achievements.  Club activities included fundraisers for charity organizations and book drives.  The club held over 150 students meeting on a regular basis during the school year.

Co-Leader, Globalization Committee
Fall 2011 – June 2013

Comprised of teachers at various schools throughout the county, the Committee strove to raise awareness of current affairs in the classroom.  Created Live Binders to provide the faculty with specific lesson plans.

Co-Founder, Recycling Program
Fall 2008 – June 2013

Implemented a school-wide recycling program, which was later adopted throughout the county.

Chairperson, Site Based Team
Fall 2008 – Spring 2009
Vice Chairperson
Fall 2006 – Spring 2008

An organization consisting of educators, principals, vice principals, parents and community representatives, the Site Based Team met on a monthly basis to address concerns or complaints, mediate solutions and offer potential improvements.  The Team also tracked previous issues to ensure compliance and improvement.

Chaperone, Spain Senior Trip- Ridley High School, Philadelphia, PA
Summer 2004

As part of student teacher assignment, led a group of 40 inner city high school seniors on a 10-day trip through Madrid and the Costa del Sol of Spain
FORMAL EDUCATION and CERTIFICATION

Master of Education in Social Studies – May 2004
Widener University – Chester, PA

Graduated Top of Class with 4.0 cumulative GPA

Bachelor of Arts in International Relations – May 2002

University of Delaware – Newark, DE

Concentration in Diplomacy with a specialization in Europe.  Minor: History

Study Abroad:  Paris History, Paris, France (Winter 2002); Spanish History, Granada, Spain (Winter 2001)
Instructional II Social Studies Teaching Certification, Grades 6 – 12, State of North Carolina

ADDITIONAL CULTURAL EXPERIENCE
Extensive Domestic and International travel, adding unique perspective to lesson plans through personal experiences.  Destinations include:
	Canada

Mexico

South Africa
	Great Britain
Ireland

France
	Spain 

The Netherlands

Germany
	Italy

Switzerland 

Monaco
	Gibraltar

Bermuda

Puerto Rico


