                            Tharon A. Giddens   
                       6956 Charles City Road, Henrico, VA 23231
                                tharon.giddens@yahoo.com; (804) 790-9036                                                                                                                                                                                           

	Skills 
  
· Award-winning writer, editor, a wordsmith capable of compelling, engaging content
· Adept at adapting the message to the medium, whether it’s print, electronic or social media, and ensuring that the message is in sync across all platforms
· Able to draw from 26 years of newsroom experience in writing, editing, interviewing, researching and project management
· Strong oral communication skills
· Consistently delivers quality content under deadline pressure
· A creative thinker and a strategic planner
· Stickler for quality and accuracy
· AP Stylebook savvy, a grammar ninja 
· Self-starter, organized and in need of minimal maintenance, but team player
	
	Work 
        
Freelance blogger

Current: Columbia Journalism Review Swing State Project
                                                                                  
· Covering how Virginia political press corps is reporting on presidential election and national issues through 2012 General Election, especially impact of massive infusions of cash into the campaign and campaign rhetoric
· Website link: http://www.cjr.org/swing_states_project/

Editor/Writer

The  Covington News (Covington, Ga., 09/10 to 08/11)
                                                                                     
· Assigned, wrote and edited content for print and online products
· Developed and posted content for website throughout day
· Responsible for five-person staff and coordinating an array of stringers and columnists
· Wrote weekly column, wrote and edited editorials
· Laid out editorial pages
· Managed newsroom budget and resources
· Shot photos and video content as needed
· Paper earned 16 Georgia AP awards and 13 Georgia Press awards for 2010, most in class
                                                                                              
The  Augusta Chronicle (Augusta, Ga., 11/92-07/10)
                                                                                     
· Assigned, wrote and edited content for Sunday lifestyle section, real estate section, food content, arts and entertainment section, tech page faith page and home maintenance and garden content; developed and posted content for website; worked Metro desk duties as needed; managed a three-person staff, managed other reporters and columnists providing feature content, and managed Metro reporters as needed; worked as a reporter and assistant editor; features editor 2005-2010, until position eliminated

 The Gwinnett Daily News (Duluth, Ga., 09/89-09/92)
                        
· Reporter for a New York Times Regional Newspaper Group property in suburban Atlanta; covered government beat, feature writer; award-winner for heath feature writing, 1991

The Anderson Independent-Mail  (Anderson, S.C., 09/86-09/89)
                                                                                     
· Cops and courts reporter, local government reporter for a Harte-Hanks property in Upstate South Carolina; second place, feature writing, South Carolina Press Association, 1989

The  Rome News-Tribune (Rome, Ga., 09/85-09/86
                                                                                     
· General assignment reporter, cops and courts reporter, local government reporter

Education

University of Georgia, Athens, GA; Arts Bachelor’s Journalism (Newspapers), 1985   
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