Vanessa Womack Easter, MBA
2123 Cedarhurst Drive, Richmond, VA  23225-2341
http://www.linkedin.com/in/vanessawomackeastermba
vanessawomack@gmail.com
C: 804.307.7102
________________________________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY

Nonprofit program and community leader ● communications ● PR/marketing ● social media ● events and special projects management ● strong networking and professional aptitude ● training and facilitation ● higher education ● author
Proven Abilities and Results

1999 - Present
Marketing/PR/Community Relations


· Planned and successfully promoted events, programs that highlighted special exhibitions and art support group engagement to consistently full audiences, often with media coverage.
· Marketed selected museum events to engage diverse audience to visit galleries and Jazz Café contributing to increase in membership using social media and strategic marketing. 
· Deliver customized training on such topics as public speaking, community dialogue, team dynamics, customer service, leadership development, and others.
· Created and branded own radio talk show ‘On Track with Vanessa Womack’, now on YouTube.
· Self-published author promoting book through public signings, social media and conferences.
· Project consultant, faculty for the Minority Political Leadership Institute program at the Grace E. Harris Leadership Institute/Virginia Commonwealth University. 

· Logistics coordinator and facilitator, NYU/Wagner School, working with national nonprofit leaders.  
· Interim Executive Director of Virginia Heroes, Incorporated responsible for operations, marketing and community outreach.

· Planned special networking and marketing events and LMR luncheons that headlined Mark Warner, the governor of Virginia, former California governor, Jerry Brown and City Manager, Robert Bobb.
· Promoted the national program initiatives for the National Marrow Donor Program (Be the Match Registry) in Central Virginia.  Worked with nonprofit, private and public entities, medical institutions and families to educate them about the need for more volunteers to be tested.
· Recruited and increased the number of minority volunteers for marrow donation locally by 75%.
· Developed and implemented marketing and public relations campaigns for bone marrow drives.

Events/Project Management 





· Event planner/program consultant for the United Way Age Wave Regional Planning Roundtable 
· Developed training for government and nonprofits for dealing with difficult and diverse employees 
· Managed 3R (Richmond Region Reads) youth literacy campaign. 
· Mobilized people and resources to form a regional out-of-school partnership to enhance reading skills. 

· Planned, budgeted and promoted a region-wide reading summit for more than 300 participants.  
· Secured creator of acclaimed television program, ‘Reading Rainbow’ as keynote speaker.

· Coordinated graduate programs of internationally recognized leadership organization whose membership includes over 1400 prominent leaders in the metro Richmond area.

· Edited the LMR newsletter and annual directory, each winning international awards.

· Arranged and facilitated small and large discussion groups that highlighted community leaders and generated dialogue about critical local issues.
Education
· Teach undergraduate and graduate courses in Organizational Behavior & Ethics, Critical Thinking, Public Relations, Management, Marketing and other business courses.

· Participate in the interview process, assessment, certification, mentoring, evaluation and training for campus faculty. Mentored several new faculties through their initial course instruction. 
Vanessa Womack Consulting 




1996 - present

 University of Phoenix – Richmond Campus



2005 - present

School of Business Instructor and Lead Faculty – Area Chair (2008-Present)

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 




2009 - present

Marketing/Community Affairs 

Virginia Department of Transportation 



2007 - 2009

HR Leader development consultant (part-time)

RIGHT Management Inc., Richmond, VA



2003 - 2007

Career Consultant


Youth Matters, Richmond, VA




2002 - 2004
3R Campaign Manager







Leadership Metro Richmond, Richmond, VA



2000 - 2002

Program Coordinator/Editor

Virginia Blood Services, Richmond, VA    



1992 - 1998

Director, National Marrow Donor Program (NMDP)




COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
 

· Member, Leadership Metro Richmond   

· Advisory member, Hope in the Cities, Minority Political Leadership Institute
· Richmond OD SIG member & presenter

· Managed own School Board election campaign 
HONORS AND AWARDS

· Zumwalt Community Award (NMDP)
· University of Phoenix Faculty of the Year 2008 – Richmond Campus
EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATES OF TRAINING

· MBA, Averett University

· BBA, City University of New York, Baruch College

· Initiatives of Change – Connecting Communities Trustbuilding Program

· Certificate of Training – Cooperative Inquiry, Research Center for Leadership in Action, NYU Wagner 
· Certificate in Grantwriting – The Grantmanship Center Institute (TGCI)

Author

Paint the Sky Purple
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