Garen M. RodriguezPRIVATE 

190 Burr Oak Drive


Phone:  (847) 833-5827
Lake Zurich, IL 60047


Email:  Grod9728@aol.com


PROFILE

Detail-oriented individual with 8+ years of experience in laboratory testing with a keen ability to work with individuals from varying backgrounds, while promoting team values.  Very driven and eager for growth and opportunity to apply extensive experience in the following areas-----
♦ Effective Communicator
♦ On-the-Job Trainer


♦ Excellent Decision Maker

♦ Team Leadership

♦ Relationship Builder

♦ Good Laboratory Practices
♦ Purchasing Supplies 
♦ Lean Improvements


♦ Professional Attitude

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Underwriters Laboratories                                                                 2006 to Present
UL was a non-profit, organization with laboratories, certification facilities as well as inspection centers throughout the world that investigate products in regards to safety especially public safety. UL has its corporate office in Northbrook, IL with 1600 employees.
Fire Laboratory Technician 




 
· Promoted 3 times from entry level lab assistant to current position; Started in UL’s Fire Suppression laboratory by testing products for certification such as residential sprinklers, extinguishers and fire-fighting foams, etc.; Transitioned to UL’s Roofing laboratory, where gladly accepted the challenge of constructing roof decks as well as conducting fire, wind, and impact testing.
· Assisted team of 8 engineers and 3 lab technicians to complete ~25 projects per month to generate $3.0M in revenue in 2014. 

· Relied upon to mentor and train 8 colleagues in various test methods; ranged from one-on-one training to large groups as well as hands-on lab training.

· Automated and streamlined several test areas, which increased productivity by over 20%; Burning Brand construction template, created swivel base with strategic pole placement for 100% accurate stick placement, and made it light weight for easy mobility to any location.  Designed new sample holding carriage, which allowed for multiple size and shaped samples to be tested with ease by making removable and interlocking parts.  Designed and constructed a template for Blank Burning Brand and Blank Intermittent Flame test decks that allowed for placement of all 2x4’s, and plywood to be consistent, and extremely accurate for all test decks.  Also involved in creation of testing logs and data retention sheets for areas such as; High wind area, Spread of Flame testing, Burning Brand testing, and Photovoltaic Module testing. 
· Proficient at operating a fork truck, doing basic Mig and Stick welding, operating a 20-ton crane as well as other air, hydraulic, and electrical equipment.
· Selected to be a team member for Safety Committee and Safety Sub-Committee Section Leader 
· Comprehensive working knowledge of UL standards, including UL 790, 1703, 2218, 2218A, 199, 218, 246, 263, 299, 1256, 1626, ASTM D3161
· Proficient with Lean 5S Methodology. 


EDUCATION

Harper College, Palatine, IL 




2012 - 2014


Associates in Fire Science Technologies
Continuing Education:

AutoCad, AutoCad LT, and Revit at Harper College
Computer Skills 
MS Word, Excel, Power Point, Lotus Notes, Windows

REFERENCES

Available upon Request

