Don F. McKnight
65 W. Nelson

Keenesburg CO 80643

Cell: 720-383-0571

Home: 303- 732-0587

sinjariimew@gmail.com
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
OBJECTIVE:  To produce precision parts, tools or proto-types using all available machines, tools and            technology.
CAREER SUMMARY:  40 years’ experience as a machinist and mold maker. With an additional 4 years experience as a General Manager in the running of a multi-million dollar business and 5 years experience running night operations of a Polyurethane foam factory. I have worked in the fields of Aerospace, Hydraulics, Medical devices and vacuum systems. I have worked alone and as part of a team on all three shifts. Machines I have worked with are: CNC lathes, mills, wire EDM, Sinker EDM, Surface Grinder, Rotary Grinder, Manual lathes and mills. At MKS I played an important role in the redesign and repair of time sensitive parts, saving the company thousands of dollars and resulting in company wide recognition and monetary bonuses.
Morton Bowen Acquisition,LLC




       May 2014 to Present

Broomfield, CO

Tool & Die Maker/Wire EDM Machinist

Creating Fixtures and tools to produce medical devices.

Lawrence Tool                                                                                                April 2013 to Feb. 2014
Denver

Mold Maker

Fabricate and repair plastic injection molds using manual mills, lathes and grinders

Mountainside Medical                                                                                  April 2012 to March 2013

Boulder Co

CNC Machinist

Operate, edit and offset CNC Mills for the production of medical parts

NREL                                                                                                           March 2010 to Feb 2012
Golden Co

Machinist

Program and run CNC mills used in the fabrication of scientific instruments for the alternative energy research and development community
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MKS Technology





April 2004 to January 2009

Boulder, CO

Machinist

Run Conversational CNC Lathe and Mills in the fabrication of components for vacuum systems, used in the manufacturing of microchips and associated products.

Yoh Company (contracted to Gambro BCT)



March 2002 to June 2003

Lakewood CO

Model Maker/Prototype Machinist

I fabricated prototype parts for blood handling devices, utilizing mills, CNC mills, lathes and grinders.  I worked from computer files using Solid Edge and Unigraphics, as well as, prints, sketches and verbal instruction.  Self directed workforce, responsible for swing shift coverage of production, maintenance of machining and emergency engineering needs.  I worked closely with engineering on part’s design and function.

American Precision Plastics




October 2000 to October 2001

Thornton, CO






Rehired

Mold Maker

I fabricated component parts for plastic injection molds.  I utilized manual mills, lathes and grinders.  I maintain and repaired molds on a scheduled basis.  I repaired and rebuilt hot runner systems with electrical rewiring and testing of same.  I had sole responsibility for the maintenance, trouble-shooting and repair of 35 in process molds on 2nd shift.

Plastic Technology





October 1999 to October 2000

Boulder CO

Mold Maker

I fabricated component parts for plastic injection molds.  I utilized manual mills, lathes and grinders.  I repaired damaged molds.
Alpha Molds 






March 1999 to October 1999

Westminster CO

Mold Maker

I fabricated plastic injection molds.

American Precision Plastics




November 1995 to March 1999

Thornton CO

Mold Maker

I fabricated component parts for plastic injection molds.  I utilized manual mills, lathes and grinders.  I maintain and repaired molds on a scheduled basis.  I repaired and rebuilt hot runner systems with electrical rewiring and testing of same.  I had sole responsibility for the maintenance, trouble-shooting and repair of 35 in process molds on 2nd shift.
Ballard Medical






1994 to 1995

Salt Lake City UT
Mold Maker

I fabricated plastic injection molds utilizing manual mills, lathes, rotary and surface grinders, CNC mills, wire and sinker EDM’s.  I was responsible for maintenance and repair of existing molds. I designed and fabricated Jigs and fixtures for manufacturing of mold parts.

Sorenson BioScience





1992 to 1994

Salt Lake City UT

Toolmaker

I fabricated plastic injection molds utilizing manual mills, lathes, rotary and surface grinders, CNC mills, wire and sinker EDM’s.  I was responsible for maintaining and repair of existing molds. I designed and fabricated Jigs and fixtures for the manufacturing of mold parts.

Deutsch Inc.






1989 to 1992

Hemet CA

Mold maker

I produced and fabricated injection molds utilizing lathe, wire EDM and surface grinders.  I designed and made tooling, such as cutting tools, metal working tools and assemblies.  I programmed the wire EDM using a CAM system, operated and performed regular maintenance.  I operated under a TQM quality system requiring each operator to perform product testing, including raw materials as well as finished product.
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E.R. Carpenter, Inc.





1984 to 1989

Riverside CA

3rd Shift Plant Manager

I manufactured polyurethane foam for mattress and furniture manufactories.  I managed all night operations including: production teams, maintenance, shipping and receiving, as well as security personnel.  I directed all administrative personnel involved in order processing, tracking and expediting.  Hired, trained and supervised all levels of personnel including lead operators.  I conducted salary and performance reviews, handled all grievance procedures, terminations and disciplinary actions.  I processed manifests, bills of lading and insurance forms.  I managed all health and safety programs, ensured proper handling of hazardous material. I ran an on-going safety training schedule for new hires and existing personnel.
Southern California Feed




1980 to 1984

Corona CA

General Manager

I managed an $8 million a year livestock feed company.  My duties included: Supervision of production, administrative and distribution personnel.  I had hands on customer service and sales as well as product procurement and vendor relations.  I established and maintained a state wide distribution system utilizing company owned truck fleet.  I advised ownership on capital expenditures and market ventures and implementation of same.  I established a feed brokerage for overseas exportation of product primarily to Japan. I was responsible for the preparation of all export documents and freight forwarding procedures.

References
Stuart Hutchinson

Email: shhawkin1@aol.com
303 926-1552

Bill Munger

MKS Supervisor

Email: bill_munger@mksinst.com
720 562-2389
