Sherolyn Smith DeSantis
5756 Dunraven Street, Golden, Colorado  
505-314-3101 cell  shersmithdes@gmail.com


 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Academic Advisor
Community College of the Air Force, Albuquerque, NM, February 2007-August 2008                                                                   
· Advised diverse group of Airmen and women regarding colleges, courses required, and future academic plans           
· Chaired committees to plan, organize and implement procedures for annual graduation ceremony for 350 graduates and guests; and annual "College Fair" for ten colleges.  Supervised staff and volunteers for both events.
· Tracked each student's collegiate status on ongoing basis, printed status reports and recommendations for each student; and tracked each graduate's rank, major, unit, and supervisor for statistical purposes for Air Force
· Made recommendations for awards and served as liaison between award granting organizations and Community College
· Briefed new arrivals at bi-weekly meetings on Community College of the Air Force procedures, requirements and options 

Founder,  Chairman of the Board, Executive Director  
Joshua Charitable Foundation, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1990 – Present                                                                                                                                                                                   
· Initiated, planned, organized new 501c3
· Planned, organized and supervised implementation of educational seminars for non-profit organizations.                                                                                                                                 
· Planned, organized and supervised fund-raising events and activities. 
· Provide funding for organizations serving families, women, and children 

Founder, Chairman of the Board, Director of Community and Media Relations 
Albuquerque Women’s Resource Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico 1998– 2003, 
· Planned, organized and incorporated as a 501c3
· Initiated, researched, and developed innovative program to fill the gap in services for women of diverse backgrounds in abusive relationships.
· Effectively recruited high profile supporters, volunteers and Board members.
· Planned, developed, and implemented fundraising and public relations plans. 
· Planned, developed, and implemented domestic violence education presentations for public. 
· Lobbied for family issues legislation in the NM State Legislature and NM U.S. Senators and Representatives 
· Hired and supervised staff 

SKILLS
Public Relations and Communication
· Created greater awareness of domestic violence as crucial social issue in NM than all of  past twenty five years;  acknowledged as central information source  and “go to” expert for domestic violence issues by media and politicians 
· Developed press releases and persuasively pitched stories to media; established and fostered exceptional contacts and relationships with target media; initiated, organized and implemented  successful press conferences 
· Initiated and offered key domestic violence legislation and assisted writing for NM Legislature; testified before NM State Senate and House committees 
· Featured speaker at Albuquerque Journal Symposium on Domestic Violence and Governor’s Family Preservation Conference  
· Researched and created educational power point presentations and literature handouts regarding domestic violence, teen dating violence, stalking and batterer education to businesses, organizations, and politicians

Public Policy Advocacy
· Enhanced public policy by requesting that Governor provide domestic violence education to state employees; worked with Governor’s Staff to establish Model Code for domestic violence;  Code was enacted by Executive Order in May 2002
· Successfully lobbied U.S. Senators and Representatives, NM governors, and NM State Legislators for domestic violence funding and to implement more effective domestic violence policies legislation 
· Assisted in writing legislation for key domestic violence policies for NM Legislature; including enhanced penalties for repeat offenders, increased jail time for first and subsequent offenders and increased penalties for child witnesses
· Both 2002 NM Gubernatorial Candidates requested my input with domestic violence platforms~ first time issue was addressed in gubernatorial campaign
· Worked and consulted with district attorneys, judges, and police to enhance domestic violence services
· Member, National Advisory Committee on Violence Against Women, appointed by Sen. Pete Domenici

Program Development and Implementation    
· Initiated, researched, and developed  new successful domestic violence organization with  innovative programs to fill gap in services for women in abusive relationships; expanded to serve more than 100 women per week within 3 years
· Initiated, oversaw and supervised the expansion of  basic domestic violence services to include counseling, legal assistance, case management, and self-defense course
· Established relationships with and served as liaison and information resource between Albuquerque Women’s Resource Center and judges, district attorney’s office, other direct service providers, media, businesses, organizations, and NM policy makers including governors, mayor, city councilors and NM legislators.
· Initiated and developed appropriate policies and procedures for new organization.
· Wrote comprehensive federal grant; received $145,000 for attorney services program
Volunteer Management    
Successfully recruited, organized, motivated and trained 
· Volunteers for Joshua Charitable Foundation programs and  Albuquerque Pregnancy Center fundraising events
· Business, Political and Organizational Volunteers
· Large groups of volunteers for various family issues, political and advocacy events 
· Board members  

	EDUCATION


	Bachelor of Arts,  Sociology:  Emphasis in Social Work 
Idaho State University                Pocatello, Idaho
Planned, developed, and implemented statistically significant sample of Gallup residents to determine  need for social services; “Needs Assessment for Social Services in the City of Gallup, NM”

Community Activities
· Member, National Advisory Committee on Violence Against Women ~ appointed by Sen. Pete Domenici
· Member, NM Crime Victims Reparation Commission, appointed by Governor Bill Richardson, 2000 
· Member, Judicial Nominating Commission, appointed by Governor Gary Johnson, 2000 
· Member, Healthy Family Initiatives Committee, appointed by NM Sen Mark Boitano 2002 ~ 2004   
· Wise Men and Women Mentoring Program, for elementary school children. 1998 – 1999 
· Albuquerque Pregnancy Center, Board Member and Board Secretary, 1996-1998
· Initiated New School Bus Program, 1988 
· Initiated First Fund Raising Event for Albuquerque Pregnancy Center, 1986    
· Initiated New School Lunch Program, 1986
· Board Member, North Valley Neighborhood Association, 1985 

                                                                           


Awards and Honors
2005        Who’s Who in America                                   
2005          Who’s Who in American Women                                            
2003          Named “Rising Star in Human Services”             
2000          Who’s Who in American Women    
2000         Nominated for Albuquerque “Women on the Move” Award   
1994          Who’s Who in Global Business Leaders                                                                                                                                     
                                   
                        



	

	

	

	

	


Professional References
 NM 2nd Judicial District Judge Geraldine Rivera                                                                                                                          
400 Lomas, NW, Div XXII, Courtroom 406, Albuquerque, NM 87102  
505-841-7529

[bookmark: _GoBack]NM State Senator Sue Wilson Beffort                                                                                                                                             NM  State Capitol Building, Santa Fe, NM  87501
505-986-4395, sue.beffort@nmlegis.gov

 NM State Senator Mark Boitano                                                                                                                                                        
NM State Capitol Building, Santa Fe, NM  87501
       505-798-1092, boitanom@aol.com
Mr. Dick Knipfing                                                                                                                                                                        
KRQE News Anchor, 13 Broadcast Plaza, SW, Albuquerque, NM  87104
       505-764-5240, dick.knipfing@krqe.com
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